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July Meeting…Full of 
Zonta Information!! 

 

 
President Julie Moncrief 

 presents new power point to club. 
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Birthdays, Quarterly Dinner Invite 

Zonta Club of Fort Smith received its charter April 24, 1967. Our club is part of Area 1, of District 10, of 
Zonta International. President: Julie Moncrief, 479-414-8927   Editor: Kim Vann, 918-427-7987. 

Meetings are held the third Monday of each month at 6 p.m. at the Fort Smith Public Library. 

     

                   
 
     Members and guests of the July Zonta Club monthly 
meeting looked to the future as they watched the new 
Zonta International power point presented by President 
Julie Moncrief and reminisced about the past year while 
viewing Sheryl Flanagin’s end-of-year power point. Both 
power points were filled with information about all aspects 
of Zonta, covering the local, regional, and international 
levels. 
    The group enjoyed the company of three guests:  Ruth 
Wood, a travel agent with Universal Travel, Nicole 
McGinister, Production Engineer at Rheem Manufacturing, 
and Heather Robertson’s niece, Samantha Tyson, visiting 
from Kansas. 
     JoAnn Gedosh, Esther Home Chairman, spoke about 
the volunteer opportunities that will be available for the 
members at the new Esther Home, Fort Smith’s new seven 
bedroom house for homeless women and their children.  
The Esther Home is a new “Z” project for the 2009-2010 
Zonta service year. 

      
50/50 Chairman, Yolanda Goins, presents prizes to 

winners Deborah Avillion and Kara Bushkuhl. 

http://www.zontadistrict10.org/
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President’s Message 
 Zontians, 
you haven’t met Captain Fran 
 our August meeting speaker, 
aven’t met one of the most 

mplished and effective women 
r region. You will be so glad to 
 finally met her! 
ran is administrator of the 
stian County Juvenile 
ntion Center. She has served 
s role for 14 years. Daily, she 
s a difference in the lives of 

through her unconditional love 
nconditional rules. Fran holds 
 other accolades in addition to 
wards for outstanding 
rship she has received for her 

 at the JDC. Before she joined 
heriff’s Department and JDC, 
etired from the Fort Smith 
e Department after having 
d 20 years. Fran was the first 
le ever to complete the 
ationary period, the first female 
come a sergeant, and the first 
le to retire from the FSPD. She
a detective for 18 years, and 
s currently a hostage 
tiator and serves on the state 
d of crisis negotiators.  
 addition to all of that, Fran is 
involved in civic and nonprofit 
nizations in Fort Smith. It will 
 honor to hear from her 
ay night. 

ook forward to seeing you! 

cerely,  
lie 
Zonta District 10 News 
It’s not too late to attend!! 

Zonta Club of Fort Smith &  
nta Club of Central Oklahoma 
ercity Meeting in McAlester, OK 

August 21-23, 2009 
eting starts at 9:30am on Saturday, 
ust 22nd and ends at 4:30pm.  No fee- 
t pay for your own meals.  Pool party 
h games and prizes will be held that 
ing at the hotel.  Make the short drive 
Alester and spend the day with Zonta 

friends!! 
 

 
     
 

Zonta International News 
The 2008-2010 Zonta International Board 

 

 

w (l-r): Heddy Tangen Steffensen, Ragna Karlsdottir and Maria 
 P. Vergel de Dios. Middle row (l-r): Dilruba Ahmed, Lynn 

ue, Ingeborg Geyer and Kerry Dixon-Fox. Bottom row (l-r): Lynn 
zie, Dianne Curtis, Beryl Sten and Gloria Stootman Wristen. 

everal Fort Smith Zontians met  Dilruba Ahmed (Middle row, left) 
007 Oklahoma City District 10 Conference. 



  
      Celebrating Women’s Equality Day 

By Sheryl Flanagin, District 10 Legislative Awareness and Advocacy Chairman 

 
     On Wednesday, August 26, let’s all take a moment to remember the efforts made by our foremothers to 
achieve the Constitutional right of vote for women.  Instituted by Rep. Bella Abzug and first established in 
1971, the date of August 26 is designated in the United States as Women’s Equality Day. This day is to 
commemorate the passage of the 19th Amendment, the Woman Suffrage Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, which gave U.S. women full voting rights in 1920. 
     During World War I, women took up jobs in factories to support the war, as well as taking more active 
roles in this war than previously. At the conclusion of the war, suffragettes took many opportunities to 
remind the President and the Congress that women's war work should be rewarded with recognition of their 
political equality. President Wilson responded by beginning to support woman suffrage. In a speech on 
September 18, 1918, he said: “We have made partners of the women in this war. Shall we admit them only 
to a partnership of suffering and sacrifice and toil and not to a partnership of right?” 
     Less than a year later, the House of Representatives passed, in a 304 to 90 vote, a proposed amendment 
to the Constitution.  By June 1919 the Senate had also passed the amendment, and it was sent to the states 
for ratification. 
     Tennessee became the final battle ground after thirty-five states ratified the amendment. Both pro and 
anti forces gathered there.  On August 18, 1920, the final vote was scheduled.  Although it may be just a 
coincidence, a Zonta connection is the yellow rose worn by those supporting the amendment.  A young 
legislator, twenty-four-year-old Harry Burn, had voted with the anti-suffrage forces to that time. However, 
his mother had always urged that he vote for the amendment and for suffrage. When he saw that the vote 
was very close and that his anti-suffrage vote would create a  tie of 48 to 48, he decided to vote as his 
mother had urged him: for the right of women to vote. Thus, on August 18, 1920, Tennessee became the 
36th and deciding state to ratify.  Even though efforts were made to overturn the vote, the governor sent the 
ratification to Washington, where on August 26, 1920, women’s full voting rights became the law. 
      We owe a debt of gratitude to those long-suffering suffragettes.  Let’s remember Alice Paul and Lucy 
Burns, and so many others, who fought for the advancement of women.  I recommend the viewing of the 
HBO film, Iron-Jawed Angels, which reveals many of the sacrifices made.  Obviously, there are still strides to 
be made toward equality.  We can look to these early pioneers for women’s rights for our inspiration. 

 

Alice Paul unfurling the ratification banner over the railing of the National Woman's Party headquarters on August 26, 1920 -- 
the day the 19th Amendment was ratified. The banner was one of the most important to the NWP. For every state that ratified 
suffrage, the members sewed on a star. When Tennessee ratified the amendment, the final star was sewn on. [Courtesy of 
the National Woman's Party] 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Status of Women 

 
JoAnn, Julie, Deborah, Arenda and Pat 
Women of Vision Luncheon 

 
     Six Zontians enjoyed the Girls Inc. “Women of 
Vision” Luncheon together Thursday, July 23rd at 
the Holiday Inn City Center. Zontian Monica 
McKinney, executive director of Girls Inc., 
introduced the program speaker, Kathy Deck, who 
gave an enlightening presentation on today’s 
economy. 
     Attending were Deborah Avillion, Jo Carson, 
Pat Crump, JoAnn Gedosh, Julie Moncrief and 
Arenda Yancey. Pat also brought a guest, 
Avanelle Kirksey.  
     Proceeds from the $15 luncheon support the 
recreational and educational programming for girls 
between the ages of 6 and 18. A silent auction 
included many wonderful items.  
     Deck is the director of the Center for Business 
and Economic Research in the Sam M. Walton 
College of Business at the University of Arkansas. 
She gave an interesting macro-view of the 
decisions Americans are making in the face of the 
recession, and shifts in society as a result of it as 
well. 

 
       Kim, Sheryl and Jennifer 
 
     The Partners in Education back to school 
planning conference was held Wednesday, August 
5th at Ramsey Junior High School.  Zontian Cathy 
Williams presided over the days activities which 
included guest speaker, Dr. Joanna Kister, from 
Atlanta, Georgia, breakout sessions, a Chick Fil A 
lunch, and door prizes. 
     Zontians Sheryl Flanagin, Jennifer Schmidt, and 
Kim Vann attended the conference. Sheryl and 
Jennifer met with staff members of Kimmons Junior 
High to start the planning process for the May 2010 
Zonta Career Fair. 

 

Partners 
in  
Education 

              
 
  Third Annual Paint the Park Pink  
      A family fun walk benefitting the Ozark 
Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure and 
their mission of ending breast cancer forever is 
being planned for Saturday, October 17th. Breast 
cancer survivor Lorie Robertson once again 
chairs this awe-inspiring, extremely pink event. 
Features live music, vendors and a Survivor 
Breakfast at the University of Arkansas-Smith 
Pendergraft Campus Center. 

$20 adults; $10 children 12 and younger.  
9 a.m.  

University of Arkansas- Fort Smith  
On the Campus Green  

479-750-7465  
www.komenozark.org

 
A “Pounding” for the Esther Home 

     Zonta club members participated in a 
“Pounding” for the Esther Home at the July 
meeting.  JoAnn Gedosh, Esther House 
Chairman, was pleased at the donations of paper 
products, baking supplies, spices and seasonings 
that will now fill the kitchen shelves of Fort Smith’s 
first house for homeless women and children. 
    An open house is planned for Sunday, 
September 20th from 11 am to 2pm. 

http://www.komenozark.org/


                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                       

 

Calendar of Events: 
 

August 17th: Zonta Meeting, 6pm, Fort 
Smith Public Library. 
August 18th: Zonta Crisis Center night, 
5:30pm. 
August 21st-23rd: Intercity meeting with 
Zonta Club of Central Oklahoma, 
McAlester, OK. 
August 26th: Women’s Equality Day 
Sept. 1st: Quarterly Dinner, 6pm, Cancer 
Support House. 
Sept. 2nd: 1st Wednesday Lunch, Sweet 
Bay by Creekmore Park, 11:30-1pm. 
September 7th: Happy Labor Day!!! 

 
Sept. 13th: Zonta board meeting, 
5:30pm, FSPL. 
Sept. 20th: Esther Home Open House 
11am-2pm. 
Sept. 21st: Zonta Meeting, 6pm, FSPL. 

Zonta International Convention 
District 10 2010 
June 25-30, 2010 

 

 

Birthday Wishes  
go out to 

Arenda Yancey Sept. 4th

Shannon Roman Sept. 5th

Candy Foster Sept. 21st 

End-of-Summer Patio Cookout! 
 

 
 

What:   Zonta Quarterly Dinner 
When:  Tuesday, September 1 

Time:    6:00-8:00 
Where:  Patio, Donald Reynolds Cancer Support 

House 
 

Join your hostesses Jennifer Schmidt, Kim Vann, 
Yolanda Goins, and Sheryl Flanagin as we celebrate 
the end of summer with an all-American cookout!  
We’ll be grilling burgers and dogs!  Bring a friend! 

 
As a thank you to the Cancer Support House for 
letting us use their wonderful patio area, please 
bring a donation from their wish list:  liquid hand 

soap, coffee, file folders, copy paper, paper towels, 
tape, glue sticks, napkins, coffee creamer, Ziploc 

bags, Shout, Woolite, etc. 
 

  
She yl Flanagin reports: r
     Julie & Julia, based on two memoirs, 
portrays a wonderful juxtaposition of Julia 
Child in 1949 and Julie Powell in 2002, 
with their stories smoothly correlating.  Plus, 
what a treat to see Meryl Streep as Julia Child! 
I left the theater wanting to cook with lots of 
butter.  Luckily, that impulse has passed; 
however, I still highly recommend the movie. 
 

Member 
 Movie Recommendations 


