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Walking a Mile in Her Shoes
Brandy Mosby and students Logan Needham and Callie Chenoweth spoke at the April
meeting about the upcoming event: Break the Silence, End the Violence--Walk a Mile in
Her Shoes, to be held April 24 at VBHS Freshman Academy, Van Buren.
The VBHS Freshman Academy partners with the Crisis Intervention Center to host this
event for the fourth year. The event intends to honor the survivors of domestic violence
and sexual assault and to honor the memory of those who did not survive.
At the event displays related to the issue of domestic violence will be evident. Purple
silhouettes will represent those killed in this area over the past year. The Crisis
Intervention Center will display the Clothesline Project, with its t-shirts painted by clients
of the organization. And, faculty and students will participate in a decorated shoe contest.
Donations may be sent to Brandy Mosby (made out to VBHS Freshman Academy and
sent to 821 E. Pointer Trail, Van Buren, AR 72956.) Students use the majority of this
money to provide household baskets for clients leaving the shelter.
Pictured are Callie Chenoweth, sponsor Brandy
Mosby, and Logan Needham before a sample of
the types of displays that will be seen at the
Walk a Mile in Her Shoes Event, sponsored by
FCA, Youth Alive, Van Buren Police
Department, and Crisis Intervention Center.
Plans are already being made for Zonta Club of
Fort Smith to participate next year.
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Meetings are held the second Monday of the month at 6
p.m. at the Fort Smith Public Library.
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President’s Message – by Judi Hansen

How great was that meeting with Coach Brandy Mosby and her two amazing students?
They provided a great counterbalance to some of the things we see in college and professional
football, things that have been weighing heavily on me this year.
Earlier this year, I “gave up” professional football, not a great sacrifice for me nor a great
blow for the NFL. But several things I’d heard and read made me think the sport is just too
violent, and players inevitably bring that violence with them in the rest of their lives.
I’m not a sports historian, but it seems to me that at one time, violence on the football field
was just a means to an end. To get the ball, to make the play, to score the points, players used
physicality to reach the goal. Now, it seems that violence is an end in itself. Football players
are bigger than ever, the hits are harder than ever, and in the recent past players have been
paid bounties for injuring other players. That’s sick.
But there’s Coach Mosby teaching students that violence is not the way to settle an
argument or a score. And there are the 9th grade boys and the male coaches, putting on their
high-heel shoes and walking to make the point that violence by a man against a woman or girl
is never OK.
Their event provides a new way of educating boys about how to be men and educating girls
that they don’t have to accept bad treatments from boyfriends or the adults in their lives.
I’m excited that Zonta will have a part in this event in the future!
I’m also glad that Zonta is going back to school at UAFS. Members are positive about the
idea of forming a student Zonta club at our university. So that we can get things started in time
for the fall semester, I’m appointing an interim committee of JoAnn Gedosh, Kim Vann, Trish
Richardson, and me to make the contacts we will need to get us in the door before the new
Zonta year gears up. Next year’s board can add or subtract members as they wish
I look forward to seeing many of you at Career Fair and everyone at our year-end meeting!
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Service and Advocacy
Seeking Equal Pay for Equal Work
Zonta Club of Fort Smith joined with other clubs in District 10 and with clubs across the
United States to recognize Equal Pay Day.
Members of our club were asked to email our senators and representatives to urge support
of the Paycheck Fairness Act. This act, introduced to help secure equal pay for equal work, was
rejected and blocked in Congress in 2009, 2010, 2011, and 2014. It was reintroduced on March
25, 2015. Currently, 193 representatives have signed on as co-sponsors, with 29 senators
signing on. Unfortunately, none of the senators or representatives in Oklahoma or Arkansas has
co-signed.
The act would make wages more transparent, require employers to prove wage
discrepancies are not gender-related, and prohibit companies from retaliating against
employees who raise concerns about gender-based discrimination.

Members Advocating by Wearing Red

Members Kim Vann, Dr.
Kris Gast, Dr. Gast’s
office staff, JoAnn
Gedosh, and Sheryl
Flanagin wear their red
to support equal pay for
equal work.
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Member Spotlight
Iris Breed Jones
Part Two

When Iris became the executive director of Girls Inc, she was amazed that the Noon
Exchange Club had been paying for her girls to go to camp since 1947. She thought it
was wonderful that this group of men were so supportive of girls and did everything
she could imagine to help kick off their fundraising campaign. Iris had her scholarship
winners speak and her drill team perform. Dressed as Miss Laura, Iris would slam
open the door and yell, “Howdy, boys.” Iris soon was invited to speak many times each
year and often was the pinch-hitter if someone failed to show up. Appreciating how
good these men who were her father’s age at that time were to her, Iris was honored
when Judge Bud Harper asked her to become their first female member in 1989.
In addition to her membership in the Noon Exchange Club, Iris has many hobbies
and interests. One of her greatest interest is storytelling. She has attended the
National and State Storytelling Festivals in Tennessee, Alabama, and Texas. At these
events, professional storytellers tell stories that make lasting impressions. The
theater is another interest. Iris and her daughter were in charge of the Young Actors
Guild for many years with the hope of attracting more teens. Her hope was realized.
Iris was the first director to let teens play the adult roles in the children’s plays.
During this time, Iris enjoyed a little acting, directing, designing sets, and advertising.
In addition to loving music of all kinds, reading, cooking, and art, Iris makes time to
volunteer. She serves as the church pianist for Wesley Methodist Church and plays in
the bell choir. Iris is also in charge of the ticket sales for the annual spaghetti supper
which raises $1000 for the Children’s Emergency Shelter. Moreover, she is co-chair of
“Go,” one of the three super committees for the church.
Iris joined Zonta because Cathy Williams asked her to do so. She has such high
respect for Cathy that she figured that anything Cathy was associated with must be a
good thing. Iris, exclaims, “I was right!” Iris continues, “The purpose, programs, and
projects of Zonta are inspiring, important, helpful, educational, and extend what I have
worked for all my life—that is, making life better for females.”
Iris also appreciates what she says are great members who provide great
fellowship and support.
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Club and Member Activities
Congratulations to our Members
Exciting news came this month from three of our members: Deborah Avillion, Zena
Featherson Marshall, and Judith Mathewson. Deborah has a new job in Bentonville as a
child welfare attorney; Zena was ordained in the First Christian Church, and Judith received
the President’s Bronze Volunteer Service Award. Pictured below are Zena at her orientation
on Palm Sunday and Judith with Tenise Gardner and her award.

Annual Fundraiser—a Blooming Success
An historic geranium sale, as President Judi Hansen has declared. With lots of help from
members, relatives, workers, and even a young student needing service hours, this year’s
sale was a success from beginning to end. Although the final profit made has yet to be
announced, we are assured that it is the largest ever! That means more funds to support our
local and International projects! Thanks so much to everyone who contributed!
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Connecting with ZI and D10

North American Inter-District Meeting--June 12-14, 2015
Zontians from across North America will meet in Minneapolis this summer for a weekend of
Zonta! President Maria Jose Landeriria Oestergaard and President-elect Sonja Honig Schough,
along with many other International representatives, will be present to provide information on
advocacy, service, governance, and fundraising.

Ready to Lead?
The D10 Nominating Committee is seeking nominees for the 2016-2018 D10 Board, which
will be elected at the 2015 D10 Conference to be held in Houston this October. This is your
opportunity to have a voice in the management and direction of District 10.
The following positions will appear on the 2015 slate: Governor, Lt. Governor, Treasurer,
Area Directors: Area 1, 2, and 3, and Nominating Committee.
Clubs are asked to take an active role in this vital process by nominating a Zontian who
demonstrates strong leadership skills. The candidate must be contacted prior to the nomination
and be willing to serve if elected.
The deadline for receipt of the Nomination form(s) is 15 June 2015, if snail mail, postmarked
by courier or USPS no later than 12 June 2015.
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What’s Happening…
.

Zonta Club of Fort Smith
Annual Career Fair

Dining by the River
Quarterly Dinner

May 15
12:00-3:00
Darby Junior High School

6:00 pm, Monday, April 27
Home of Laura Fenton
2101 Wyndermere Way

Helping girls see the many
possibilities their futures hold.

Whatever the dinner is, we are
guaranteed it will be delicious and
the setting will be beautiful!

Happy Birthday Wishes

Calendar of Events
April 1: Dues billed for 2015
May 6: First Wednesday,
Join yourWilliamsburg
Zonta friends Kitchen
for our
May
10:
last quarterly dinner of our
year in the beautiful home of
member Laura Fenton.

April 14: Lori Bauer (belated)
May 1: Cissie Pendergrass
May 1: Kathy Smith

May 11: Regular Meeting,
celebrating our Zonta year
May 15: Career Fair, Darby
Junior High School
May 25:
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