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Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals empowering 
women worldwide through service and advocacy. 

www.zonta.org www.zontadistrict10.org www.zontafortsmith.com 
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International. 
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Breaking the Ceiling 
      Dr. Lee Lane of Paris, Arkansas, spoke dynamically at the February meeting about her 
career as an engineer.  The first female to receive a Ph.D. in engineering from the 
University of Arkansas, Dr. Lane faced extra difficulties because she is a woman.  Being 
told by her master professor that women shouldn’t be engineers and being told she 
doesn’t exist by an interviewer did not deter Dr. Lane.  She persisted and had a 
remarkable career.  She broke those barriers! 
     A presentation of a $500 award was also given to this year’s Rose Scholarship winner.  
Chairman Linda Dowdy presented the check to Sandra Needham, single mother of two. In 
her third semester of nursing school at ATU Ozark, Ms. Needham has a 3.5 GPA.  She is 
pursuing her career to provide a better life for her children and herself.   
     President Judi Hansen handed out geranium forms to those present.  Selling these 
flowers helps women like Ms. Needham, as well as many other causes that support our  
mission to advance the status of women. 
 
   

  

Dr. Lane captures 

the groups’ 

attention with the 

fascinating stories 

of her life and 

career. 

 

Rose winner 

Sandra Needham 

is all smiles as 

she poses with 

Linda Dowdy. 
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President’s Message – by Judi Hansen 
 

 

 

 

 
 Although it's only February, we are really starting to wind down our year!  
 
Two major service projects and our fundraiser are between us and the end of the year--First 
Impressions, Career Fair and our geranium sale.  The First Impressions team is hard at work. It looks 
as if we will have a special bonus for ladies who attend this year; there's more to come on that. The 
event is looking for a makeover in the year ahead, and if you have thoughts about that, please share 
them with Deborah Avillion and think about being part of that committee next year  
 
One of the strengths of our club, in my opinion, is our commitment to our service projects. I am 
humbled by the service hours most of our members clock during the year. I know we make a difference 
in our community as well as in the wider world.  
 
However, I'd like to switch gears and ask you today to think about something a little different: our 
service to Zonta.  What we accomplish in the world is really made possible by the larger organization 
of which we are a part. As I come to the end of my term as president, there are three things I'd like you 
to think about, things I am leaving in the hands of the slate of nominees Pat Crump will present at the 
March meeting.  
 
First, we have been asked to try to help develop a new club in Arkansas. District 10 Lieutenant 
Governor Barbara Yoder has offered to come make cold calls in Fayetteville, if that is the most fertile 
ground for a new club. I recommend that the new board establish a committee to work on that. Zonta 
International's goal is to have two new clubs in every district. The Central Oklahoma club also has been 
asked to birth a new club.  
 
Second, we have been asked to host next year's area meeting. This is the smaller event and will be in 
March, April or May. Kim has suggested that we consider having the events at the new Cherokee Casino 
in Roland. That sounds like a great idea to me. Again, we will need a committee to make that happen.  
 
Finally, I recommend that we have membership events like the one we had in November at Brick City 
every year. New members are the life blood of any organization, and we sure need an infusion! Look at 
what bringing in new member Deborah Chapman did for the Girls Shelter. Not only did the young 
ladies have a new experience in their Dillard's adventure, but they also found a new champion, 
something every teen needs!  
 
In the meantime, dust off your call lists and get ready to sell geraniums. The end of the year is racing 
toward us,  
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Service and Advocacy 
 

 
 
 

Serving Crisis Intervention Center 
 

 

Braving the Cold for Girls Shelter 
 
    On Saturday, January 31, several Zontians joined others at Ben Geren Park to support the 
Girls Shelter in its annual Polar Bear Walk. 
    As the Zontians attending can attest, this walk was aptly named.  What a cold, windy morning! 
Bravely enduring this weather in support of our service project were Kim Vann, Marilyn Barr, 
Linda Teague, Kris Gast, Deborah Avillion, Kathy Jarvis, JoAnn Gedosh, and Sheryl Flanagin. All 
made the 1 ½ mile walk in fine form and enjoyed the provided snacks of hot chocolate, fruit, 
and granola bars. 
     Chaired by Zontian Kim Vann, the walk raised $2500 for the Girls Shelter. 

                   

                          
 

Zontians Debbie 
Adams, Deborah 
Avillion, Kathy 
Jarvis,  and Judith 
Mathewson treated 
the women and 
many children to 
dinner in January. 
CIC Facebook posted 
picture and praised 
Zonta: “We love 
‘Zonta Night’! 

Treating Girls to Make-over & Bras 
     Girls Shelter chairman Deborah 
Chapmand reported that the girls thoroughly 
enjoyed being fitted for new bras and 
receiving a free age-appropriate makeover at 
Dillard’s as part of their Christmas present 
from several Zontians.  Joining Deborah and 
the girls in the fun was Martha Gooden.   
    Deborah thanks the Zontians who made 
these purchases possible and praises 
Dillard’s for their kindness and generosity. 
    Deborah states there was lots of laughter 
during this special time together. 
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Member Spotlight 
 

 

 
 

 
  
 
 
     Raised in Tulsa, Oklahoma, new member Laura Fenton lived in Enid, Oklahoma, for the seventeen years 
before moving to Fort Smith in January 2013. 
     An associate degree in Medical Laboratory Technology led to nine years working in laboratories 
specializing in diagnostic and research animal virology.  Laura then switched to the food industry as an hourly 
food safety/quality assurance employee.  Going back to school, Laura holds a BS in Industrial Management 
from Northeastern University in Tahlequah and a MS from OSU in Food Science with an emphasis in 
microbiology.  Laura labels herself as a “science nerd.” 
     Laura moved to Fort Smith to accept the position as vice president of FS/QA at Pepper Source.  This move 
provided the added benefit of being closer to her parents, brother, and extended family who still live 
in and around Tulsa.  Laura states, “I am blessed with a wonderful family, extended family, and 
family of choice.” 
     Laura’s interests are varied.  She “loves to play in the dirt and garden.”  This interest probably led 
to her ultimately joining our club, since she became a geranium customer of JoAnn’s, who is known 
for her persistence.  Another interest is endurance cycling.  Laura began cycling at age 47 and has 
completed the Free Wheel ride across Oklahoma—an annual seven-day cycling event.  This year’s 
race ends in Fort Smith on June 13.  She has also completed a century ride in an event called Hotter 
than Hell.  Laura states this was aptly named and decided that thousands of people can be 
collectively stupid at the same time.  Laura asks, “Who rides their bicycle in 109 degree Texas heat!”  
Several times Laura has also participated in the MS 150 fundraising rides.  She states that it’s 
humbling to ride with a cyclist wearing a jersey that says:  “Why do I ride?  Because I have MS.”  
Although she has been off her bike for the past two years, her 2015 cycling goals are set. 
     A proud graduate of Leadership Greater Enid and Leadership Oklahoma, Laura became involved in 
nonprofits as she worked for a family-owned company in Enid.  The moral fiber of the owners was to 
support nonprofits in the community with financial aid and with volunteers.  This philosophy 
allowed Laura to serve on various nonprofit boards for over fifteen years.  This service provided her 
with an insight regarding the struggles people face, particularly women.  Laura served two terms 
each on the United Way, YWCA, and CDSA Board of Directors.  She also helped start a client choice 
food pantry called Loaves and Fishes. 
     Laura expresses that she sees Zonta as an effective way to gain valuable insight regarding the 
areas of need in our community, particularly pertaining to girls and women while networking with a 
remarkable diverse group of women. 
 
  
         

  

 

 

Laura Fenton 
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Club and Member Activities 
 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Condolences 
Our deepest condolences to Paula 
Glidewell on the loss of her sister, Mary 
Jane Snow and to Caron Roberts on the 
loss of her mother, Patience W. Smets. 

 

 

Congratulations 
 

Member Linda Dowdy announced 
her retirement at the February 
meeting.  Our congratulations 

and best wishes to her! 

 

Going to the Capitol by Sheryl Flanagin 
     On Tuesday, February 10, I joined two other local women, Madeline Marquette and 
Virginia Kennedy, as we ventured to Little Rock to participate in the AAUW’s Women’s 
Legislative Day.  Wearing several “hats” that day, I was pleased to be asked to introduce 
myself as a member of Zonta.  I am always glad to have the opportunity to spread the 
word about Zonta. 
     The day began with a meeting of women representing several different women’s 
groups from around the state.  But, the similar mission of all the groups was evident. The 
meeting had inspiring speakers, and we received three books with research about the 
status of women in Arkansas.  I hope to share what I learned with you. 
    After the meeting, we broke for lunch, where  all senators and representatives had 
been invited to join us.  Our group was pleased that Representative George McGill, 
Representative Justin Boyd, and Senator Jake Files accepted our invitation.  How nice it is 
to be able to sit down with those who represent us and express our interests and 
concerns! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Virginia Kennedy, Madeline 
Marquette, Sheryl, Rep. Justin 
Boyd and Rep. George McGill 
pose for picture. And, Sheryl 
and Senator Jake Files listen as 
Rep. McGill speaks. 
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Connecting with ZI and D10 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               New Mission, New Vision, New Theme 2014-2016 
 
Mission statement:  Zonta is a leading global organization of professionals empowering women 
worldwide through service and advocacy. 
 
Vision:  Zonta International envisions a world in which women’s rights are recognized as human 
rights and every woman is able to achieve her full potential.  In such a world, women have 
access to all resources and are represented in decision making positions on an equal basis with 
men.  In such a world, no woman lives in fear of violence. 
 
Theme:  Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy 

 

 
      
  
 

 

 

 

                       
 
                                                     

 

 

Area Meetings 
 

     Area Meetings are held in the spring of 
each year.  This year’s theme is “Zonta 
Changes Lives.”  The agenda for each 
meeting will include information about ZI 
and D10, presidents’ and treasurers’ 
training, advocacy (Zonta Says No), 
Foundation, and a workshop on “Courage—
Stepping Up to Leadership.” 
     In addition to gaining insights and 
knowledge, Area Meetings are fun! Area 1 
Meeting will be held April 25 in downtown 
Dallas.  Mark your calendars now.  More 
information to come.   

 
 
     Start planning now to attend the 68th 
District 10 Conference to be held in Houston.  
Exciting news is that our Zonta International 
president Maria Jose Landeira Oestergaard is 
expected to attend. 
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What’s Happening… 
 

. 
 

               
 

    
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

                                     
 
 

 
 
 
 
     
   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Annual Geranium Sale 

Saturday, April 11 
Sagely & Edwards 

8:00-2:00 
To fund our local service projects 
and to support International 
service projects, each member is 
required to sell a minimum of 4 
flats. 

 

Happy Birthday Wishes 

 
 
March 4:     Iris Breed Jones 
March 16:  Judi Hansen 
March 17:  Cathy Williams 
March 18:  Deborah Avillion 
 
 

 

Calendar of Events 
Feb.  23:     Quarterly dinner 
March 4:    First Wednesday, Larry’s 
Pizza, Hwy 71 South 
March 5:    Board meeting 

March 8:    Zonta Rose Day 
March 9:    Regular Meeting 
March 10:  First Impressions 
Workshop 
April 1:       Dues billed for 2015 
April 1:       First Wednesday, Pink 
Flamingo, Old Greenwood Road 
April 5:       Happy Easter! 

 
 

 April 11:  Geranium Sale! 
 

      

First Impressions Workshop 

 
March 10 

Donald Reynolds Cancer Support 
House 

5:30-7:30 pm 
Contact Deborah Avillion for 

further information. 


