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Learning and Giving at November Meeting
The November meeting brought clearly in focus how Zonta advances the status of women
both locally and internationally. Members passed the club’s CEDAW resolution, and our D10
Foundation Ambassador Kim Vann shared a presentation about our 2014-16 biennium
service projects. Advocacy chairman Sheryl Flanagin discussed the upcoming 16 Days of
Activism Against Gender Violence and the planned activities. In addition, our local STEM
scholarship winner, Dawn Harwood, was presented her check for $1000 by scholarship
chairman Cathy Williams.
Also at this meeting, two new members, Dr. Kris Gast and Susan Horton, were inducted,
and Deborah Chapman was installed as a two-year director.
In support of our ZI Foundation, an auction of Zonta items made $500 with 14 members
donating, two of whom were first time individual givers.
Pictured are
Deborah Chapman
and Judi Hansen
and Judi with new
members Susan
Horton and Dr. Kris
Gast.
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International.
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Meetings are held the second Monday of the month at 6
p.m. at the Fort Smith Public Library.
1

President’s Message – by Judi Hansen

Membership is still on my mind, more than a week after our great meet and greet membership
event.
District 10 awards small keys to people who bring a member into their club, a symbol of the belief
that membership is key to everything we do. There are plenty of ways that increasing our
membership helps us reach our club and international goals.
More members mean more people to participate in our service projects. Lots of members have told
me they felt burnt out after having a leadership role for a project for a number of years. But this
year we had two new members, Deborah Chapman and Scotty McKnight, step forward to take on
leadership roles with the Girls Shelter and the Crisis Intervention Center.
More members mean more geraniums. We count a lot on the geraniums JoAnn, Cathy, and Julie sell
each year, but as good as they are, they can’t meet all our commitments on their own -- nor should
they. If we add 10 new members and they each sell 6 flats (more than we require, but an achievable
goal), that’s 60 more flats, meaning extra money for our scholarships, extra money for the groups
we support, extra money for our international projects.
Our operating funds come from our dues and quarterly dinner fees, so more members mean more
money in the operating fund and saving fund account. Because of changes in the bylaws of Zonta
International, we will be able to send two voting delegates to meetings. This year we were able to
help our one delegate (me) get to the International Convention ($1,000) and District Conference
($500). I’m grateful for the great experiences. If we have two delegates in the future, we will have to
decide if we want to split the funding between two delegates or if we want to try to find more
operating funds. I love the idea that we could have two delegates and two votes in France in 2016.
Dues from additional people will make it possible for the club to support those members.
Finally, more members mean more fun. Think about the people who have joined us in the last few
years and how much they add to our membership tapestry. To name just two examples, Judy
Mathewson entertained us with tales of Alaska at our summer party at Dolores’ home and Martha
Gooden has signed up to host our Christmas Party.
We become stronger when we are many. Please look among your friends and acquaintances who
might support our goals. Give them the Christmas present of an invitation to a meeting!
I wish all of you the merriest of Christmases and really terrific new years!
2

Service and Advocacy
Opportunity to Support Service
Projects
Traditionally, the club provides
Christmas gifts to those at the Girls
Shelter and the Crisis Intervention
Center. Donations will be collected at
our social on December 8. Deborah
Chapman and Debbie Adams may be
contacted for further information.
Let’s help make this season
brighter for these girls and women
and children.
Kim Vann and Kathy Coleman conduct the Zonta
auction to raise funds for ZI Foundation.

Participating in the
16 Days







Members don orange Zonta bracelets and
clothing to “orange” our meeting.



Domestic panel discussion
$1000 donation to Crisis Center
Display at Brick City
Passage of CEDAW Resolution
Outdoor display of a large orange
NO with our Say No Banner on
lawn of Central Presbyterian
Church
Distribution of orange bracelets
and 16 Days brochures
Daily emails to forward during
the 16 Days.

Supporting the Girls Shelter
The Girls Shelter made a net
profit of over $5000 at their
annual pasta dinner. Zonta
supported this event by
providing all the desserts
donated by several
members. Working the
dinner were Caron Roberts,
Martha Gooden, Marilyn
Barr, Sheryl Flanagin, Kim
Vann, and Judi Hansen.
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Member Spotlight

Lori Garvey joined Zonta because she believes that Zonta advocates for people
who might not otherwise have the voice that they deserve. Since helping people
is a big part of who Lori is, she likes knowing that by being a Zontian, she is able
to help locally, as well as on the international level.
This helping spirit probably explains Lori’s career choice of education. Having
her B.S. in business education, technology and marketing endorsements, and
M.Ed. in library media science and technology, this National Board Certified
Teacher currently is the media specialist at Southside High School. Lori also
serves as an adjunct professor at Arkansas Tech University in the Professional
Studies Department.
Originally from Scranton, Arkansas, Lori resides now in Fort Smith. She loves
spending time with her family: husband Jim, stepson Nate, her brother and two
sisters, three nephews, three nieces, parents, and in-laws. An important part of
Lori’s family is Lillie, her ten-year-old miniature dachshund.
A very busy lady, Lori enjoys reading, being in nature, traveling, and seeing and
learning new things. She has recently started learning how to ferment her own
food and beverages. Lori says, “Bacteria can be so much fun.”
Fitness is of great importance to Lori. She does Crossfit, for example. Have you
seen the video of her jumping up onto a table? Impressive! Lori also ran her first
marathon this past April. Lori states, “I’m trying to be active and eat right and
influence people around me in those ways. I want people to have quality years!”
Zonta Club of Fort Smith is fortunate to have such a caring member who can
also inspire us to improve ourselves. Thank you, Lori!
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Club and Member Activities
Meeting and Greeting—a Membership Drive
Zonta Club of Fort Smith held a membership drive November 6 at Brick City. Attendance
was great with fifteen members and 26 guests (Twenty of whom are potential new members.)
Set in the patio area of Brick City, members and guests enjoyed delicious treats while talking
Zonta, visiting with old and new friends, and enjoying remarkable entertainment by the young
talented Gabriella Gore from Muldrow. The lucky winner of our $50 gift certificate to Brick City
was Susan Horton, one of our new members.
This membership drive also served as a 16 Days/Say No to Violence Awareness event. Those
attending received orange Zonta Says No bracelets, and a display on the campaign will be
present in the emporium for the next two weeks.

Enjoying Lunch!

Deborah C., Marilyn, Cathy, JoAnn, and I had a pleasant 1st
Wednesday lunch at Gourmet Gallery on November 5. I
couldn’t have asked for better lunch companions!
Our December 1st Wednesday is scheduled for River City
Deli on December 3.
Mark your calendars and try to join fellow Zontians—you
never know just who might show up. I can promise, though,

lively conversation!
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Having a “Howling” Good Time
Fifteen members and three guests gathered
at the home of Jo Ann Gedosh (AKA Amelia
Having
Earhart) for our traditional Halloween quarterly dinner. What creative members we have!
Our thanks to our hostesses: JoAnn, Deborah Avillion, Kim Vann, and Sheryl Flanagin. Those
also attending were Dolores Chitwood, Debbie Adams, Martha Gooden, Deborah Chapman,
Julie Moncrief, Kathy Smith, Kathy Coleman, Cathy Williams, Pat Crump, Kathleen King,
Marilyn Barr, Susan Horton, Laura Fenton, and Katie Vann.

From Cathy, our “bright idea,” to Susan B., to Cruella de Vil, to
a lovely sorceress, to guest cat lady, to our mysterious ghost,
to a bewitching Deborah C—oh, my! 
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Connecting with ZI and D10
Supporting Our International Foundation
That our club is committed to donating one-third of our yearly service money to Zonta International
Foundation is a practice that makes us proud. Last year, our club also had 100 % individual giving.
Fantastic! Now, ZIF is making it simple to remember to give to ZIF yearly by its Every Member Every
November campaign. As Zonta celebrates its 95th birthday this year and in the following years, won’t you
please make a donation? As Kim, our D10 Foundation Ambassador, has shared with us, these projects need
and deserve our support.

Getting to Know Our Area
Zonta International District 10 has 21 clubs divided into three Areas. Zonta Club of Fort
Smith is a part of Area 1. The other clubs in Area 1 are Central Oklahoma, Dallas, Fort
Worth, Johnson County, Mineral Wells, Parker County, and Stephenville.
Yearly in the spring, each of the three Areas hold an Area Meeting. These meetings are
one-day events with great opportunities to meet other Zontians and to gain important
information about District 10 and Zonta International. Always, too, is time for fun!
Attending Area 1 Meetings and District 10 Conferences helps members understand the
wide-ranged scope of this important organization to which we proudly belong.
Mark your calendar now for April 25. Our Area1 Meeting will be held in Dallas, Texas.
Our club budgets funds to help members with the expense of attending these meetings.
Won’t you consider joining us this spring?
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What’s Happening…
.

Christmas Social
The 16 Days of Activism Against
Gender Violence begin on November 25
and continue through December 10.
An outdoor Zonta Says No display will
be on the front lawn of the Central
Presbyterian Church on Rogers Avenue
during these 16 Days. Our many thanks
to the church for providing this space!

Birthday
Wishes
Nov. 25: JoAnn Gedosh
Nov. 27: Marilyn Barr
Nov. 29: Dolores Chitwood
Dec. 1: Kathleen King
Dec. 1: Lynda Pope

Date: Monday, December 8
Time: 6:00 PM
Place: Martha Gooden’s home
1304 North 50th Street
479-650-7580
Bring your favorite dish and
donations and join your Zonta
friends as we celebrate the
holidays.

Calendar of Events
November 25: International Day Against Violence
Against Women
November 27: Happy Thanksgiving!

December 1: World AIDS Day
December 3: First Wednesday, River City Deli
December 8: Christmas Social, Martha Gooden’s
Home, 1304 North 50th
December 10: Human Rights Day

December 25: Merry Christmas!
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