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November Meeting—All About Advocacy
As a part of our 16 Days of Activism, Denise Collins, director of Benton County’s
Juvenile Detention Center, spoke about TRAPS, a program for incarcerated girls to learn
about trafficking to help prevent them from becoming or continuing as victims. Also in
support of fighting against violence against women, the club presented a check for $1000
to Kathleen Cates, executive director of the Crisis Intervention Center. Advocating for
women in STEM, Glenda Trinidad received our $1000 STEM scholarship. Additionally,
Sheryl Flanagin related upcoming 16 Days actions: the Women’s Self Defense class to be
held on December 7 and the daily emails that will be sent. And, Kris Gast made Orange
Earrings for members! Now, you’ll always have some orange for the 25th of each month.
Thank you, Dr. Gast!
Recognized at the meeting were Kim Vann and JoAnn Gedosh, who received keys from
District 10 for their membership successes.
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Zonta Club of Fort Smith, chartered April 24,
1967, is part of Area 1, of District 10, of Zonta
International.
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Meetings are held the second Monday of the month at 6
p.m. at the Fort Smith Public Library.
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In the News….
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President’s Message—Paula Glidewell

Elected Lieutenant Governor of D10
At our recent D10 Conference, I was honored to
be elected as the D10 Lieutenant Governor for the
2016-18 bienium. My duties will begin in July of
next year with a focus on increasing membership.

It is with pride that we
sponsored our Golden Z Club
UAFS on Zonta’s Founder Day,
which occurred on November 8,
1919.
Our founder Marian de Forest conceived of
the idea
an organization that would bring
2015.ofHallowe
together women in executive positions. She
envisioned a strong network that would help
women reach their rightful places in their
professions.
Let us remember to follow through with her
example and help our members be better
professionals. Be quick to offer advice, a hand
up, and friendship. Let us also remember to
be thankful for all those who strove before us
to give us the rights of equality.

What a special honor to be installed by
International President Maria Jose Landeira,
Oestergaard!

Golden Z Club UAFS Receives Charter
A first for Zonta Club of Fort Smith—we now have an officially chartered Golden Z Club! The charter
presentation was held Sunday, November 8, at St. Bart’s Church. What a fitting way to also celebrate Zonta
International’s 96th birthday! Pictured below are Vi Tran, president, accepting the proclamation from Mayor
Sanders, and the young women who were inducted along with their sponsors, Trish Richardson and Jo
Carson. Also, pictured is President Paula Glidewell. Additional information and photos on next page.
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Golden Z Club UAFS Activities
2015-16 Charter Members
Vi Tran, President
Tiyanna Hayes, Vice-president
Amy Nguyen, Treasurer
Natasha Luong, Secretary
Anjelica Brown, Event Coordinator
Davynn Gifford
Brittany Holbert
Bachkhoa Nguyen
Quynh Nguyen
Suzette Philpot
Pamela Rosales
Jade Stenger
Jye Wesley

The young women received personalized letters from International President Maria Jose
Landeira Oestergaard, congratulatory letters from D10 Governor Judy Kautz, a Z pin and letter
from our D10 Lt. Governor Barbara Yoder, a start-up check from local club members, and an
orange Say No to Violence USB bracelet. Members present to welcome our new club were Jo
Carson, Trish Richardson, Paula Glidewell, Kim Vann, Sheryl Flanagin, Kathy Coleman, Cathy
Williams, JoAnn Gedosh, Marilyn Barr, Candy Foster, and Kathy Jarvis. Many thanks to St.
Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church for providing such a nice location for this ceremony.
Other Golden Z Club UAFS Activities
At left, club’s
homecoming banner and
“Zit” Katie Vann with
Golden Z member
Bachkhoa Nguyen and
Suzette Philpot
volunteering at the Girls
Shelter Pasta Dinner.
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Service and Advocacy
Halloween Visit to Crisis Center
The first of our club’s quarterly visits to
the Donald W. Reynolds Crisis Intervention
Center was a pumpkin-carving event.
Kathleen King reports that after a pizza
dinner, nine women and seventeen children
enjoyed craving pumpkins. This was a first
for many of the children.
Kathleen
laughingly spoke of a couple of small boys
who weren’t sure about digging into the
pumpkin.

The 16 Days Against Gender Violence
begins on November 25 (International
Day Against Violence Against women) and
ends on December 10 (International
Human rights Day.
Our club is participating with the
orange bulbs on the ferris wheel, the
display in the rotunda of the library, a
self-defense class to be held December 7,
a speaker on human trafficking, and daily
emails with information about violence
against women. Please share these emails
with your other contacts so that we can
greatly increase awareness.

Girls Shelter Annual Pasta Dinner Held
Zonta members once again generously
provided the desserts and worked the table
for the Girls Shelter pasta dinner. Many
thanks to our members who donated
delicious desserts, gave money, and/or
worked the event.
Everyone was
impressed with our table of sweets!

Halloween Visit to Girls Shelter
Deborah Chapman and Judith Matthewson
celebrated Halloween early with the girls on
October 21.
Judy brought candy and
cupcakes, as well as stones with inspirational
sayings on them. The girls were impressed
with her knowledge of the military and
joined in the discussion of the ideas inspired
by the words on each stone. The girls
laughed and giggled as they carved their Jack
o’Lanterns.

Pictured are Marilyn, Suzette Philpot (Golden Z),
volunteer, Bachkhoa Nguyen (Golden Z), and
Martha. Others working the event were Lynda
Pope, Kim Vann and ZIT Katie, Judith
Matthewson, Judi Hansen, and Paula Glidewell.
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Member Spotlight

Zonta Memories from Kathleen King
As we celebrate Kathleen’s 30 years as a member of Zonta, Kathleen shares with us some of
her memories.
As noted in last month’s spotlight, Kathleen attributes her initial interest in Zonta to the club’s
recognition for a pledge of a water well for Sri Lanka. As she said, “I was bitten by the
‘international bug.’“ Kathleen found it easy to follow our international projects through the
Zontian magazine. She felt a “wow” factor knowing that women like her were a part of such
important efforts. As far as our club’s local projects, Kathleen relates that service projects have
varied over the years and that they are now fine-tuned to provide our community recognized
hands-on service to local women and girls. To support our projects, Kathleen stated, “Our
fundraising grew from a small craft booth in Central Mall, to pecan sales, to an antique show, and
now to the ever favorite geranium sale.”
Kathleen shared other memories: Zonta Club dinner meetings at Lewis Cafeteria, fines for not
wearing a Zonta pin or name tag at a meeting, membership records being on index cards in a
recipe box, Zonta leather key chains, rose cards to honor Annette Putman, pin trading and the
Arkansas Quarter with international Zontians in New York, development of our storyboards.
Kathleen has served the club as membership chairman, geranium sale chairman, antique
show treasurer, board director, club secretary, and president. She has found that the club
membership mix of job skills and talents makes the club events quite interesting.
Many of her other memories involve those numerous road trips to Area 1 Meetings and
District 10 Conferences. Kathleen said, “These trips were unforgettable events where friends for
life were made by networking with Zontians in neighboring states to support similar local
projects.”
With her usual dry humor, Kathleen noted, “Whew, if the international mission statement
changes one more time before I retire, I will need a tattoo on my arm to remember whether it’s
leading, serving, empowering, advancing status with executives in business, or professions,
globally or worldwide, or whatever.” However, she emphasized, “I can do all of this; I am a
lifelong Zontian.”
And, aren’t we proud and happy that she is? Thank you, Kathleen, for your dedicated service
and commitment to Zonta.
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Club and Member Activities
Annual Halloween Quarterly Dinner—Howling Good Time
With delicious German food and drink, twenty-two Zontians enjoyed our annual Halloween
dinner held at Marilyn Barr’s wonderfully decorated home. Assisting Marilyn were Pat Crump,
Judith Mathewson, and JoAnn Gedosh. The creativity of those in costume was amazing!

Thanks to Paula for many of these pictures.
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Connecting with ZI and D10

What an honor to have our International President Maria Jose Landeira Oestergaard attend our
D10 Conference! President Maria Jose inspired and encouraged us with her message and was a
delight to get to know. From being one of the Supremes, to wearing her cowgirl hat, to telling a
somewhat risqué joke, to joining in on line dancing--what a good sport she was!

Maria Jose proudly carried the flag of Denmark and Kim and I were thrilled to have our picture
made with her at the closing banquet.

The 68th District 10 Conference was a time of learning, growing, enjoying the comradeship of
our local attendees and our friends from other clubs, being impressed by the generosity of our
D10 clubs and members, and just having a good time! Wish you had been there!
The generosity was illustrated by an all-time record in club and individual contributions to
Zonta International Foundation to help fund our international service projects. Clubs presented
over $64000, and individuals during the conference gave over $12000. We can be proud of Kim
Vann, the D10 Foundation Ambassador. She did a great job both in her foundation presentation
and in her ability to inspire giving.
We can also be proud of the accomplishments of our club last year. We won the following
awards: Advocacy, 1st place; President’s Report, 3rd place; Public Relations, tied 1st place;
Newsletter, 2nd place; United Nations, 2nd place; Website, 1st place.
Our thanks to Zonta Club of Houston for doing such a great job in hosting the conference.
Additional pictures on following pages.
7

68th District 10 Conference
Thursday Evening Welcome Reception
Here we are before our
“talent” competition, a dance
that began with “Age of
Aquarius” and ended with
“Whip Nae Nae.”
Paula
receives our prize for 3rd
place—Moon Pie. Theresa
Farris from Central OK was
our Roseanne Rosannadanna
emcee.
Friday’s Business Sessions

Paula proudly carries the Arkansas flag in the Parade of Flags; Deborah is ready to serve as our
alternate delegate; Kim gives her Foundation Presentation.
Friday Night Host Event

Fun host club event was held at the Armadillo Palace. Kim, Dee, and Katie sit on the famed
armadillo; the whole Fort Smith crew was ready to enjoy great barbeque; and Deborah “cut a
rug” at line dancing.
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Saturday Business Session

The morning began with a thoughtful memorial service. We honored Virginia Harcrow, an early member
of our club. The newly elected D10 Board is recognized. Kim and Sally Rankin do their “thing” to get the
highest bid possible for a Foundation auction item.
Saturday Closing Banquet
Deborah, Kim, and Sheryl were happy to pose for a
pre-banquet photo with the ever-gracious
International President Maria Jose. The evening
included a very nice meal, beautifully decorated
tables, awards to the clubs for their
accomplishments, installation of the new board, and
a past governor’s skit honoring Governor Judy. The
past governor’s presented Judy with a necklace,
earrings, and bracelet made by Dr. Kris Gast.
Additional Conference Snapshots
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10What’s Happening…
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Christmas Potluck Dinner
Tuesday, December 8
6:00 PM
Martha Gooden’s home
1304 North 50th Street
Carpooling is a good idea.

Calendar of Events

Happy Birthday Wishes

November 15:
November 25:
November 27:
November 29:
December 1:
December 1:
January 5:

November 21: Thanksgiving

November 25: International Day for
Elimination of Violence Against
Women - WEAR ORANGE
December 2: First Wednesday, TBA
December 7: Self Defense Class
December 8: Christmas potluck
December 25: Christmas

Julie Moncrief
JoAnn Gedosh
Marilyn Barr
Dolores Chitwood
Kathleen King
Lynda Pope
Caron Roberts

January 6:
First Wednesday,
Panera Bread
January 11:
Regular Meeting Date
January 11:
Amelia Earhart Day
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