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Zonta International is a global organization of executives and professionals working together to advance the 
status of women worldwide through service and advocacy. 

www.zonta.org www.zontadistrict10.org   www.zontafortsmith.com 
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August Meeting Focuses on Women’s History 

     Dr. Kim Gordon from UAFS presented “The Evolution of the Modern Woman” at our 
August meeting.     Relaying that “we don’t really study it in school,” Dr. Gordon called her 
timeline of women’s issues “herstory.”  A major emphasis of her presentation was the need 
for passage of the Equal Rights Amendment.  Urging women everywhere to hear the “call,” 
Dr. Gordon wants the women of today to finish the work of our foremothers. 
     President Judi Hansen presided over other club business and news.  She and members 
welcomed visitors Jennifer Hallum and Laura Fenton.  Sheryl Flanagin handed out women’s 
history bookmarks and the National Women’s History Project’s brochure about the 
upcoming Women’s Equality Day.  Finally, scholarship chairman Cathy Williams distributed 
a handout with information about our local scholarships.  As President Hansen declared, “I 
think I finally understand.  Love icons!” 
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Zonta Club of Fort Smith, chartered April 24, 
1967, is part of Area 1, of District 10, of Zonta 

International. 

        President: Judi Hansen, 479-414-9117   

Editor: Sheryl Flanagin, 479-414-5190 

sherylflan@aol.com 
Meetings are held the second Monday of the month at 6 
p.m. at the Fort Smith Public Library. 
 

Dr. Gordon makes 
her presentation 
and shares a slide 
showing the 
disappointing  
ranking of women 
in office in the U.S. 
as compared to 
women in other 
countries. 

 

http://www.zonta.org/
http://www.zontadistrict10.org/
http://www.zontafortsmith.com/
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President’s Message – by Judi Hansen 

 

     The library election, specifically, the low voter turnout — less than 1 percent of eligible voters — 
started me thinking about how much we take our right to vote for granted, not just as women but, 
yes, also as women. 
     When our country was founded and our cherished documents of freedom were written, the idea 
of a clear succession of elected officials, rather than rule by a king or dictator, was pretty unproven. 
The idea of expanding that vote to every adult, regardless of gender, race, education or financial 
standing was not even considered hypothetically.  
     A series of amendments to the Constitution through the 19th and 20th centuries were needed to 
bring about real universal suffrage in our country. Of course, those fighting for the right to vote for 
all faced huge hurdles. 
     But none of the hurdles that stood between the ballot box and universal suffrage is as 
insurmountable as the roadblocks we create to disenfranchise ourselves.  
     Arkansas law provides for generous early voting and absentee voting opportunities. If you live in 
Sebastian County, you can early vote at either courthouse, and the county clerk even leaves some 
designated free parking downtown so the need to drop a nickel in the meter won’t dissuade you 
from voting.  
     But somehow we find it inconvenient. In an age and community where most of us drive to the 
polls, inclement weather can still influence outcomes. We don’t vote because we’re too busy, too 
tired, too … thoughtless. Some don’t vote because we’re disenchanted with the candidates. Or we 
don’t like party politics. Or we think a vote doesn’t matter, despite the fact that nearly every local 
election here has at least one race decided by a handful or fewer votes.  
     Maybe we just can’t see how voting is going to change the outcome: My vote in Lavaca isn’t going 
to unlock the stalemate we see in Washington. 
     Admittedly, what we see in Washington is discouraging, what we see in political advertising is 
nauseating and what we see in outside spending in local elections is terrifying.  
     But we have to vote; we may lose, but we have to vote. 
     I know many of you — and I hope most of you — are committed voters. But in this little sermon 
to the choir, I hope to provide a spark that you will nurture into a renewed zeal for voting, 
something that you will share with the people you meet, family, coworkers, church family, everyone 
you see to remind them of the great gift we have been given, a gift we must use or lose. 
     We know the names: Lucy Stone, Julia B. Howe, Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
Lucretia Mott, Margaret Fuller. Now we must act like we owe them a debt of gratitude, for indeed 
we do. The only way to pay that debt is to vote and to encourage others. 
     Votes for Women! Votes for people. Votes for our future. 
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Service and Advocacy 
 
 
 
  

Providing Scholarships- 2014-15 

These scholarships (applications at www.zontafortsmith.com )were approved by the club: 

Zonta  Club of 
Fort Smith 
STEM 

$1000 STEM major or minor, 30 
hrs. minimum completed, 
3.00 grade point average 

October 1 Cathy Williams 

SPSF $1000  December 1 Linda Dowdy 
Rose $500 Head of household, pursuit 

of post high school training 
or certification, financial 
need 

February 1 Linda Dowdy 

YWPA $500 Ages 16-19, active 
volunteer, experience in 
local or student 
government, knowledge of 
Zonta, pre-collegiate 

March 1 JoAnn Gedosh 

Jane Klausman $500 In business program at 
accredited university or 
college, in 2nd year or more 

March 1 Caron Roberts 

Contact Scholarship Chairman Cathy Williams for additional information.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     In 1971, Representative Bella Alzub proposed that 
Congress designate August 26 as “Women’s Equality 
Day.” 
     This date was selected to commemorate the 1920 
passage of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution, 
granting women the right to vote. 
     The struggle for obtaining this right happened over 
a period of 72 years.  Beginning with the first 
women’s rights convention held in Seneca Falls, New 
York in 1848, this effort by so many is considered our 
country’s most peaceful civil rights movement. 
    The unwavering dedication of Susan B. Anthony 
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton and the heroic actions of 
Alice Paul and other suffragists led to women having 
this most important right—the right to vote. 
    As Zontians we are increasingly realizing the 
importance of advocacy.  Without the strong 
advocacy of these foremothers, our world today and 
our place in it would certainly be different.  
 

http://www.zontafortsmith.com/
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Member Spotlight 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  

      
 

     In her second year as a Zontian, Martha Gooden states that one of the best 
things about Zonta is the association with other like-minded women. 
     Growing up in Searcy, Arkansas, Martha attended high school there.  She then 
went on to Harding University and the University of Missouri.  With this 
background, Martha has worked as a teacher, elementary school counselor, 
school evaluation specialist, and child and family therapist in a community 
mental health setting. 
     While living in Missouri, her husband, Superintendent Benny Gooden, accepted 
a job here in Fort Smith.  Deciding that the rest of the family would join him, 
Martha made Fort Smith her home.  This family includes oldest son, Michael, a 
general surgeon in Fort Smith; Marc,  a marketing specialist as well as product 
and packaging designer, who lives in California; and LeighAnn, an emergency 
room physician for a Mayo Clinic and hospital in LaCross, Wisconsin.  They also 
have seven grandchildren. 
     Martha gives her main interest as whatever her grandchildren enjoy doing.  
But, she also adds their three Boxer dogs and some arts and crafts projects.  Her 
talent in the craft department has already been appreciated by our club.  Martha’s 
decorating skills were evident in the beautiful table for last year’s Phillis 
Wheatley Club’s Tablescapes and in a delightful wreath she made for the Girls 
Shelter spaghetti supper. 
     Asked why she decided to join Zonta, Martha stated, “The community service 
projects, as well as the international aspects of addressing the needs of women 
and girls, are of primary interest.” 
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Club and Member Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

    

    August First Wednesday 

 
Pictured at Red Rooster Bristro are Pat 
Crump, Debbie Adams, Deborah 
Avillion, Paula Glidewell, Scotty 
McKnight, Kathleen King, and Candy 
Foster. 

 
 
 
 
 

Tasty Support of Girls Shelter 

 
Martha Gooden, Delores McMillan, Pat Crump, and 
JoAnn Gedosh supported the Girls Shelter Pancake 
Breakfast held August 2.  Additional Zontians seen 
enjoying those pancakes were Kim Vann, Lynda 
Pope, Linda Dowdy, Wendy Lambkin, and Sheryl 
Flanagin. 

   
 Zena Featherston 
Marshall discusses 
Fort Smith Public 
School's new smart 
phone app at the 
Fort Smith Noon 
Exchange Club on 
Friday, August 8. 

Showcase 
Geraniums 

 
Deborah Chapman 

shares these 
pictures of her 

beautiful 
geraniums! 

Recognizing Historic Building 
      
      The office building of Kathy 
Smith’s father is one of eight sites in 
Arkansas being nominated to the 
National Register of Historic Places.  
Built in 1959-60, the Harold Adams 
Office Building, located at 2101 S. H. 
St, reflects mid-century modern 
architectural style. 
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Connecting with ZI and D10 
 
 

   
 

Zonta International News 
Setting 2014-16 Goals 

At the 62nd Zonta International Convention, the following Service Goal was passed: 
 
Zonta International selects the international projects among proposals from UN 
Agencies with focus on root causes.   

 Delaying early marriage 
 Preventing violence through education 
 Improving women’s health 

Service and Advocacy are integrated parts of all Zonta International Service Projects. 
Lasting impact is ensured through involvement of local and national governments 
and NGOs. 
Local projects are in line with our mission and vision. 

 100% of all local projects focus on women’s and girls’ issues. 
 Cooperative projects will be undertaken only with like-minded organizations. 

 
 

 

D10 News 

Receiving Recognition 

 

At the recent 62nd ZI Convention, President Judi Hansen and Sheryl Flanagin joined other 
D10 members and 2012-14 ZI President Lynn McKenzie at the club and district recognition 
reception for 100 % giving to Zonta International Foundation. 
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What’s Happening…. 
 
 

 

 
Sept. 20:  Marian Conrad 
 
Sept. 21:  Candy Foster 
 
Sept. 26:  Paula Glidewell 
 
Sept. 27: Kathy Jarvis 

 

Calendar of Events 
August 25:     Don’t forget! Quarterly    dinner, 
Marilyn Barr’s home, 6:00 PM 

 
August 26:         Women’s Equality Day 
September 1:    Labor Day 
September 3:    First Wednesday, LaHuerta, Garrison  
September 5:    Boots & Bling 
September 6:    Phillis Wheatley Tablescapes 
September 8:    Regularly scheduled meeting, Cory             
                                Williams, UAFS Fitness Coordinator 
September 19:  SPSF:  A Night in Tuscany 
September 21:  International Day of Peace 
October 16-18: D10 Conference,   Zonta Club of 
                            Parker County, Weatherford, TX 
 
 

                      
 

 
 

 
Birthday 
Wishes 

 
 
 

 

What a 
crowd!  
Members  
enjoyed 
traditional 
after-
meeting 
dinner at 
LaHuerta. 
 

Up-Coming: 
International 
Day of Peace 


