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Zonta International is a global organization of executives and professionals working together to advance the status of women worldwide through service and advocacy. 
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Zonta Club of Fort Smith received its charter April 24, 1967. 
 Our club is part of Area 1, of District 10, of Zonta International.  

 President & Editor: Kim Vann, PO Box 1251, Roland, OK 74954, 479-739-8123. 
Meetings are held the third Monday of each month at 6 p.m. at the Fort Smith Public Library. 

 

 In this Issue: 
Page 2:  President’s message & 
International News 
Page 3: District 10 News   
Page 4:  ERA Rally 
Page 5:  Career Fair 
Page 6:  Quarterly Dinner and 
member News 
Page 7:  Calendar and Member News 
 

 
2011-2012 Zonta Club of Fort Smith Board 

 

President Kim Vann 
Vice-President Jo Carson 
Treasurer Debbie Adams 

2 year Director Lori Bauer 
1 year Director Heather Robertson 

Not pictured: Secretary Sandi Reiss 

 

May Meeting- What a Celebration! 
 

 
Board presents Kim with gifts 

 

     What a celebration it was! End of year 

reports were given and gifts were exchanged. 

Area 1 Director Sheryl Flanagin inducted the 

2011-2012 Zonta board with a special new 

crystal themed induction.   

     In membership news, Marion Conrad and 

Caron Roberts joined our club and will be 

inducted at the July meeting.  

     To top off the evening, a delicious meal was 

enjoyed at Cheddars. 

http://www.zontadistrict10.org/


  

   

 
 
 

From the 
President’s Pen 

Dear Zontians,  
     First, I would like to thank you all for making the 
May meeting such a special night for me.  The gifts 

were too much, but I so appreciate them! I have 
already used my new world atlas!! I will now be able 
to tell people that I am finally learning geography all 

due to my Zonta friends.   
     Second, I would like to thank you all for re-
electing my as your President.  My first year as 

President has definitely flown by.  Hearing the 
informative reports presented to us all by the 

chairman of our committees showed how much we 
all accomplished this past year.  
 

*  We inducted three new fabulous members who 
are already dedicated members of our club.   

*  We volunteered over 750 hours of service to our 
community thru our service projects.  
*  We gave six scholarships to area women.  

*  We were more committed to studying projects of 
Zonta International and the United Nations than 

ever before. 
 
     I am a proud President of the Zonta Club of Fort 

Smith and I look forward to another productive year! 
     Please make plans to attend our annual 

Summer Solstice at the home of Pat Crump this 
Monday, June 13th at 6:30pm.  Bring your favorite 
side dish or dessert and a chair.  You are all in for a 

treat!! 

Sincerely, 
 Kim 
 

Zonta International News 

 
Membership Incentive Program 

 

Recruit 2 or more new members 
before 31 May 2012 and  

receive special recognition at the 
Zonta International Convention in 

Torino in July 2012 
 

Guess what? 
 Our own Pat Crump will be 

among the ones receiving special 
recognition in Italy!  

She recruited new members 
 Marion Conrad & Caron Roberts 

Great Job Pat! 
 

 
 

Torino Italy 

Zonta International 

Convention 

July 2012 

Make plans now to 

attend. 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Zonta District 10 News 
 

DISTRICT 10 YOUNG WOMEN IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS AWARD WINNER ANNOUNCED - Ayesha 

Kour Kang has been selected as the 2011 Zonta District 10 YWPA recipient. Congratulations go to 

Ms. Kang and the Zonta Club of Houston for submitting the winning application. Ms. Kang's 
application was among ten reviewed by the Selection Committee chaired by Donna Wiley, District 

10 YWPA Chairman.  

 
Ayesha certainly epitomizes all the YWPA ideals. She is a senior attending Cinco Ranch High 

School in Katy, Texas and lives in Katy, Texas. Ayesha plans to get a degree in International 
Relations where she can "rally for a safer earth without atomic bombs, a cleaner earth without 
greenhouse gas emissions, (and) a more righteous earth where the impoverished can express their 

needs." With a degree in International Relations, she hopes to work with the Peace Corps or as a 
United Nations Delegate and give a voice to those who cannot speak and propel my fellow global 

citizens in leading rewarding lives.  
 
Ayesha is heavily involved in student activities and has functioned in several key leadership roles 

such as President of the Key Club, President of the Spanish Honor Society, and Vice-President of 
the Model United Nations. She received the Best Delegate ward at the Houston Area Model United 

Nations XXXVI Conference in 2011 for her contributions to solve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the 
situation in Cote d-Ivoire, the issue of disarmament, and the crisis that was on-going in Egypt. She is 
founder and active member of Desi Inside and Out, a South Asian culture group, and works to 

educate others about her Indian culture. 
 

In regards to International issues, Ayesha visited India the summer of 2010 and worked with two 
non-government organizations (NGO). The first was the Family Planning Association where she 
worked to raise the awareness of girl’s respective power as individual women and encouraged them 

to maintain resilience in their battle to obtain equality. The second NGO was OXFAM India where 
she raised enough money (36,000 Repees) to provide thirty students with education for one year, 

five AIDS patients with medical attention for one year, and five pregnant women with adequate 
medical attention during their gestation and immediate postnatal periods.  
 

Along with the check for $1250 from the Houston club, Ms. Kang will receive a $1000 check from 
District 10 which was presented to by Lt. Governor Donna Dodgen at the Houston Club's May 18 

meeting. She will also receive $1000 from The Zonta International Foundation in July which provides 
an award and certificate to each of the 30 District YWPA recipients. Should Ms. Kang win one of the 
five YWPA International Awards she would receive $3000. The International recipients will be 

announced on July 1. On behalf of District 10, we wish Ayesha the best of luck as she vies for one of 
five Zonta International awards.  

 
Hopefully in the near future, you will be able to view Ayesha's interesting and impressive answers to 
the four essay questions taken from her application at www.zontadistrict10.org.  

 
Many thanks go to the clubs who submitted applications. The YWPA Committee had a difficult time 

selecting a recipient as there were some very worthy candidates who applied.  
 
Donna Wiley 

District 10 YWPA Chairman 
Zonta Club of San Antonio 

 
 

http://www.zontadistrict10.org/


 

  
 

 

           
 
 

Getting on Board the ERA Eagle Express 
By Sheryl Flanagin 

 

     With the message to ―Go for the Gold,‖ the first of several Equal Rights 
Amendment rallies was held on the steps of the Arkansas State Capitol on Saturday, 
May 7. 
     In the heat of the day, approximately 40-50 people from across the state gathered 
to show support of passage of the ERA in the next Arkansas legislative session.  
Speakers included the always inspiring former state representative Lindsley 
Armstrong Smith; the remarkable Annie Abrams; attorney Chris Burks, who writes a 
column in the Log Cabin; and the veteran Larry Delashmit, who gave a moving 

speech on women in the military. 
     Berta Seitz, ERA Arkansas coordinator, discussed the attempts made in the past 
to secure passage of the ERA in the Arkansas legislature and the plan for the future.  
The common message was that passage of the ERA is necessary ―because it is right 
and because it is good!‖ 
     Since the majority of people already believe women are in our Constitution, 
several rallies and other activities are planned over the coming year to increase 
awareness of the need for this amendment to be passed.   The next upcoming event 
is to be held August 26, Women’s Equality Day. 
     Four Zontians, Sheryl Flanagin, Kathy Jarvis, Kathleen King, and JoAnn Gedosh, 
made the trip to Little Rock to participate in the rally.  They were joined there by four 
other women from Fort Smith—a good showing from our area! 
 
 

Please, let’s all get on the ERA Eagle Express! 
 
 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=208928322469999&ref=nf


 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Opening Doors 
By Sheryl Flanagin 

     Fifty-one women representing thirty-seven careers shared their career 
choices with the girls at Darby Junior High School at Zonta’s Career Fair for Girls 
held on May 13. 
     With the theme ―What Career Door Will You Open?‖, the career fair 
presented to the girls of Darby the many different possibilities open to them.  As 
the seventh, eighth and ninth grade girls moved from table to table, the 
excitement was palpable.  These girls obviously enjoyed having the opportunity 
to interact with professional women from so many fields. 
     The women participating all had favorable comments about the students at 
Darby, and especially about the FBLA students, who were hospitable and 
helpful.  The guidance from their sponsors, including Zontian Heather Robertson, 
was obvious.   
     Helping these students to see the wide variety of ―doors‖ available opens new 
world of possibilities for them.  Our hope is that the girls will remember these 
choices as they continue their schooling and prepare for their futures. 
     In addition to Heather, other Zontians who participated were Chairman 
Jennifer Schmidt, Sheryl Flanagin, Cathy Williams, Judith Hansen and Deborah 
Avillion. 
 

     
 
 

       
 

                                                                                                        
 



 
 
 

 

 

End o f Year Quarterly Dinner~ beautiful setting and delicious food! 
Thank you hostesses  

Kathy Coleman, Kara Bushkuhl, JoAnn Gedosh, and Linda Teague! 

   
 

   
 

         

Member News 
 

                                                                         
Congrats to Julie and Cathy!! 

Julie Moncrief was 
recently named the 
new director of the 

Clayton House.  

Cathy Williams is busy 
celebrating her retirement 

from the Fort Smith 
Public Schools.  

 



         
 
                                                

 
                                                                                                                                                                                            

Calendar of Events: 
 

June 13th: Pat’s Summer 

Solstice Ribs on the River party, 
6:30pm. 
June 25th: Zonta board planning 

session, 9am. 
July 4th: Happy Fourth of July! 

   
July 6th: 1st Wednesday Lunch 

at – Location TBA 
July 11th: Zonta board meeting, 

5:30pm. 
July 18th: 1st meeting of the new 

Zonta year! 6pm, community 
room of the FSPL.  Area 3 
Director Debra Silverthorne from 
Longview, TX, will be visiting 
our club. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

         
www.goodsearch.com.   www.goodshop.com 

Many businesses will give Zonta Foundation a 

percentage of the purchase, including Amazon.com 

Please visit the site today and support Zonta 

International. 

 Live the History 
 

64th District 10 Conference 

October 20-23, 2011 

Hosted by the Zonta Club of 

Fort Smith, Arkansas 

www.fortsmith.org 

June 8th: Wendy Lambkin 
June 10th: Janet Robbins 

June 20th Jennifer Schmidt 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Happy Birthday to: 
 

 

What is Women’s Equality Day? 

     At the behest of Rep. Bella Abzug (D-NY), in 1971 the U.S. Congress designated August 26 as 

―Women’s Equality Day.‖ 

     The date was selected to commemorate the 1920 passage of the 19th Amendment to the 
Constitution, granting women the right to vote. This was the culmination of a massive, peaceful civil 
rights movement by women that had its formal beginnings in 1848 at the world’s first women’s 

rights convention, in Seneca Falls, New York. 

     The observance of Women’s Equality Day not only commemorates the passage of the 19th 
Amendment but also calls attention to women’s continuing efforts toward full equality. (From 

National Women’s History Project) 

     Join women and men representing several organizations as we meet in Little Rock at the State 
Capitol for a rally commemorating passage of the 19th Amendment and encouraging passage of the 

Equal Rights Amendment.  Contact Sheryl at sherylflan@aol.com or 414-5190 if you can 
participate.  

 

http://www.goodsearch.com/
http://amazon.com/
mailto:sherylflan@aol.com

