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Zonta Club of Fort Smith Career Fair held at Kimmons Junior High School
By Sheryl Flanagin

Zontian Deborah Avillion

Zontian Cathy Williams at the
Smith Auto Group table.
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With the theme “What hat will you wear?” this year’s
nontraditional career fair for girls sponsored by Zonta Club of
Fort Smith was held May 7 at Kimmons Junior High School.
Led by chairman Jennifer Schmidt, over 40 careers were
represented by over 60 women at the day’s event. The
gymnasium bustled with the excitement of these junior high girls
as they visited with the various career women present. They
learned about becoming a doctor, a nurse, an architect, a fire
fighter, a travel agent, a teacher, an attorney, a law
enforcement officer, a soldier, a veterinarian, and so many
more. They even had the opportunity to hold a snake from the
Girl Scouts and a microphone from Channel 40.
Several Zontians played a role in making this important
service project a success. Zontians representing their careers
were Heather Robertson, photographer; Deborah Avillion,
attorney; Arenda Yancey, graphic designer; Kim Vann,
dosimetrist; and Kara Bushkuhl, finance director. President Julie
Moncrief shared information about Zonta with the girls and the
presenters. Pat Crump was there to do whatever was asked of
her. She had her comfortable shoes on! Other committee
members were Cathy Williams, Sheryl Flanagin, and Marilyn
Barr.
The goal of this annual career fair for girls is to present some
of the many possibilities available to these students. Seeing all
these women in their various careers may encourage them in
their pursuits. One student as leaving remarked, “I think I now
know what I want to do. I want to become a veterinarian.”
Another expressed her appreciation when she said, “This was
awesome! Will you have one at Northside next year?”
All presenters indicated how much they enjoyed the
opportunity to visit with these girls and wanted to be asked
again next year. Many of them were already making plans for
what they would add to their presentations. With our rotating
schedule, our next non-traditional career fair for girls will be held
at Darby Junior High School. Make plans to be a part of this
service project that promotes the status of women by showing
these young girls the “many hats” available from which to
choose their futures.

Zonta Club of Fort Smith received its charter April 24, 1967. Our club is part of Area 1, of District 10, of Zonta
International. President: Julie Moncrief, 479-414-8927 Editor: Kim Vann, 918-427-7987.
Meetings are held the third Monday of each month at 6 p.m. at the Fort Smith Public Library.

Zonta International News

President’s Message
Dear Zontians,
Last month’s meeting embodied
what my whole Zonta experience
has meant for me. I received
inspiration: our speaker, Tonya
Roberts, director of the Sebastian
County Emergency Services, said of
her job, “I must be a multitasker, I
must be in tune with politics, I must
maintain professionalism, and I must
be tough-skinned.” I saw our direct
and meaningful help to women: Our
Rose Scholarship recipient, Malia
Putman, thanked us from the bottom
of her heart not only for the financial
gift but for the even larger gift of
reminding her that all of us (women)
have the great support of each other.
I learned facts regarding the
worldwide efforts of women to raise
our status from Jo Carson’s 2-Minute
International Focus, and I was with
great friends.
Thank you for allowing me the
honor of helping to coordinate these
meetings over the last two years. I
am proud to be a member of the
Zonta Club of Fort Smith. Special
thanks to the board members with
whom I have worked, Kim Vann,
Linda Teague, Marilyn Barr, Karen
Ford, Kathleen King, Candy Foster
and Shannon Roman.

Sincerely,
Julie

Dear Zontians,
I am pleased to announce the
launch of the new www.zonta.org! The
new website contains all the
information you need to conduct Zonta
International, district and club
business and is organized so you can
find things quickly and easily.
To access Member Resources for
the first time, you will need to click on
“Forgot your user name/password”
under the login box on the Member
Resources page. Please have the
following information available when
you attempt to log in the first time.
First Name
Last Name
Email Address
Zonta Club Name
Member ID
Once you provide the information
above, a user name and password will
be assigned to you. After you
successfully log in for the first time,
you will have the option to change
your user name and password should
you choose to do so.
I hope you enjoy exploring the new
website. Thank you to the staff and the
Board Task Force who worked so
diligently on the new website.
Beryl Sten
Zonta International President
Zonta International Foundation
President

Keeping Us Safe—Focus of April Meeting
By Sheryl Flanagin

Tonya Roberts, director of Sebastian County Judge’s Department of Emergency Management, shared information with
the club about the responsibilities and actions of her agency that help keep us safe and that help us when things go wrong.

Speaker Tonya Roberts

Membership Winners!!!

Malia Putmam

The Department of Emergency Management deals with natural disasters, man-made disasters, and homeland
security. As director, Ms. Roberts works with law enforcement, the fire department, EMS, government agencies, private
industry, and volunteer agencies. Her big job lies in mitigation. She stated, “We plan for the worst and hope for the best.”
In this high pressure job, Ms. Roberts explained to the club, “We have to be assertive, political, multi-taskers who ‘play well
with others.’”
The date of our club meeting coincided with the anniversary of the Oklahoma City bombing. Ms. Roberts revealed that
witnessing the response efforts made at this time she decided, “That’s what I want to do.” Regarding those who work in
this field, she said, “At the end of the day, we are here because we want to help people.”
In addition to our speaker, special presentations were also made. President Moncrief and Candy Foster presented our
Rose Day Scholarship recipient, Malia Putman, with her check. Malia expressed her appreciation for not only the money
but also the honor of being recognized in this way. Membership Chairman Kathleen King presented Genie Nichols with the
club’s recruiting award and recognized Pat Crump for her efforts to spread the word of Zonta and to bring guests, as well.
Sheryl Flanagin, co-chairman of the geranium sale, presented small gifts to the club’s five top pre-sale members: JoAnn
Gedosh, continuing geranium queen; Cathy William, geranium princess; Julie Moncrief, Lisa Sellers, Cheryl Garner, the
royal court.

Court of Geranium Stars!
In other business, the club voted unanimously to accept the slate of officers as presented in March. The 2010-11 board
will consist of Kim Vann, president; Kathy Coleman, vice-president; Yolanda Goins, secretary; Linda Teague, treasurer;
Heather Robertson, two-year director; Shannon Roman, one-year director. The club also elected Kim Vann as the
International delegate and Sheryl Flanagin as the International alternate.
Jo Carson provided an update on Zonta International’s obstetric fistula project. She shared with the club an article that
details a high school club that has begun in Liberia to advocate and to raise awareness of this issue. Their motto is
“Healthy Women—Healthy Nation.” The article acknowledges Zonta’s contributions to this cause.
The meeting ending with Pat Crump issuing her annual invitation to her Summer Solstice party in June. As always, she
urges members to bring their best pot-luck dishes and get ready to enjoy those great ribs!

A Great Time had by all in Fort Worth
By Kim Vann

Five Zontians and I headed south to Fort Worth, Texas, to attend the Area 1 meeting April 30 th – May 1st. We
stayed in the historic downtown Hilton hotel, the hotel where President Kennedy spent his last night of life.

Framed artwork of the historic hotel.
____________________________

Governor Danita Utsman and
Area 1 Director Judy Kautz

_

Kathleen and Candy with Fort
Worth Zontians

Arriving in Fort Worth on Friday night, Sheryl, Cathy, Kathy, Candy, Kathleen and I meet with other Zontians at
the Area 1 Director’s welcome reception. Afterwards, we all ate the best steak of our lives at Ruth Chris’s
Steakhouse. The steaks were served on 500 degree plates in sizzling butter! Melt in your mouth! The dessert
was also to die for!!
Most of the day Saturday was spent in our meeting. We learned that as of March 31, 2010, District 10 has
732 members and that Zonta International as a whole has 31,311 members. Oklahoma Zontian Sharon Hebert
gave a presentation titled “Using the 3 R’s and 3 T’s” that encouraged members to Recruit, Retain, and
Rejuvenate your Zonta members, and to know their Time, Talents, and Treasures. After lunch, Zonta
International Foundation Ambassador Barbara Yoder gave her report showing that Area 1 has given the most
money to ZI this biennium with donations exceeding $51,000. District 10 is currently ranked #6 worldwide. Our
own Sheryl Flanagin then led a group discussion of idea sharing among the attendees. Next, Oklahoma Zontians
Peggy Beabout and Theresa Farris gave presentations on the upcoming Zonta International Conference. The
day ended with a night at Billy Bob’s in the historic Fort Worth Stockyards where we enjoyed a Texas style BBQ
dinner, watched some professional bull riding, attended a private tour of the venue, and some of us tried a little
“line dancing”!! A great time was had by all! Please make plans now to join us next time!

Kim, Kathleen, Kathy, Candy, Sheryl and Cathy
------- ___________________________________________

Cathy and Kathy enjoyed watching
the bull riding from above the shoots!

-------

Status of Women

More photos from Zonta Career Fair

Girl Scout Snake

Kara at City of Fort Smith Booth

Veterinarian Laura Lynch

Dr. Karen Merle’s Booth

Arenda Yancey’s booth

Channel 40 Booth

Photographer Heather Robertson

Pat Crump

Door Prizes for girls

Marilyn Barr at Zonta table

Joining Community in Fight Against Cancer
By Sheryl Flanagin

Zonta Club of Fort Smith joined many other community businesses and groups in the annual Relay
for Life held on the University of Arkansas Fort Smith campus on Friday, April 22.
“Book ‘em, Dano,” was occasionally heard as committee members led by chairman Sandi Reiss
presented a Hawaii Five-O theme. With luau decorations from Sandi and team member Marilyn Barr, the
Zonta table was true Hawaiian. Selling Hawaiian punch and pineapple upside down cake, team members
served those survivors, family members, and others from the community real treats. Those Zontians
participating in the night’s event, in addition to Sandi and Marilyn, were Linda Teague, Kathy Coleman, and
Sheryl Flanagin. Zontians Wendy Lambkin and Kim Vann served on the Relay for Life committee as
survivor chairs.
Even the stormy weather that forced the event to be held inside the gym did not stop the enthusiasm of
those there to raise money for this cause and to honor the survivors and to remember those who have lost
their battle with this disease.
The final total contributed by our club has not been released yet, but we should be close to our goal of
$500. Overall, it was a record-breaking event with over $86,000 raised in our area. What a wonderful
response from our community!

Fort Smith Applicant
wins District 10 Rose
Scholarship for 3rd year
in a Row!!!
Eight Zontians surprised Malia Putman by announcing that she is the 2010 District 10 Rose
Scholarship Winner at the Single Parent Scholarship Fund donor reception at Hanna Oil held
Thursday, May 14th. Malia expressed much appreciation to the club and to SPSF for supporting her
throughout her studies. As she said, it is not just about the money, it is also about the personal
support she gets from everyone involved.
This is the third year in a row that the Zonta Club of Fort Smith’s local Rose Scholarship winner
has been selected as the District 10 Rose Scholarship winner. Malia will receive $1000 from
District 10.

Congratulations Malia! We are so proud!!

Calendar of
Events
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th

May 17 : Zonta Member
meeting 6PM, Cancer Support
House.
May 18th: Zonta Crisis Center
night 5:30pm.
May 24th: Quarterly Dinner,
Marilyn Barr’s house, 6:30pm.
May 31st: Memorial Day
June 2nd: 1st Wednesday
Lunch, Hamburger Barn, 317
Garrison Ave, 11:30-1pm.
June 4th: International Day of
Innocent Children and Victims of
Aggression.
Appalled by the great number of
innocent Palestinian and Lebanese
children victims of Israel's acts of
aggression, on 19 August 1983, the
United Nations General Assembly
decided to commemorate 4 June of
each year as the International Day of
Innocent Children Victims of
Aggression. It reminds people that
throughout the world there are many
children suffering from different forms of
abuse, and there is an urgent need to
protect the rights of children.

June 5th:
World Environment Day
Many Species. One Planet. One Future.
th

June 12 : 2010-2011 Zonta
Board planning retreat.
June 14th: Flag Day

This day commemorates the adoption of
the flag of the United States.

June 21st: Annual Summer
Solstice Party at Pat’s.
June 25th-June 30th: Zonta
International Conference, San
Antonio, Texas!!

Happy Birthday to:
May 29th: Debbie Adams
May 30th: Jo Carson
June 20th: Jennifer Schmidt

Zonta
Quarterly Dinner
Hawaiian Style!
Please join us at

6:30pm Monday, May 24th
at the tropical paradise
AKA Marilyn Barr's home at
1415 North Waldron
Road Hosted by: Marilyn Barr,
Candy Foster, Shannon Roman &
Kara Bushkuhl

Fellowship, good food, &
laughter in a beautiful
setting! Please email Kara at
kbushkuhl@yahoo.com to
RSVP.

