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First Wednesday Luncheon
Williamsburg Kitchen
Wednesday, May 3 @ 11:30 am

April Board Meeting
Dewey’s @ FS Public Library
Thursday, May 18 @ 5:30 pm

April Meeting
FS Public Library
Monday, May 22 @ 6 pm
End-of-Year Reflection

Upcoming Events

May Meeting -- Please note: The meeting date is different this month. – May 22
Because of a scheduling conflict at the Fort Smith Library, our May meeting will be on the fourth Monday this month,
rather than the second. We look forward to seeing you there.
We are excited that the Jane M. Klauseman Women in Business Scholarship winner Viroopa Volla will be telling us
about the non-profit she is involved with, OneProsper International, which supplies rainwater harvesting tanks and
drip-irrigation kits to female farmers in India. She’s working for Walmart in Bentonville and heading off in August to
get her JD/MBA from Harvard University. Her passion is to improve global food security by providing sustainable,
efficient solutions for a growing market. New officers will be inducted at this meeting. Deborah Chapman will be
presenting the end-of-year PowerPoint and giving members recognition for their many activities to support the goals
of Zonta. Members are requested to bring books for women and children to donate to the Crisis Center.
Career Fair
The annual Career Fair will be held at Kimmons Junior High School from 11-2 on Friday, May 19. Zonta member Cathy
Williams has been the coordinator of this event since it moved to the schools about 12 year ago in 2005 and has
rotated between Kimmons and Darby each year thereafter. Cathy started the Career Fair because she felt that our
girls in these junior high schools weren't hearing much about nontraditional careers, nor did they have many positive
professional women role models. Cathy, who organizes and supervises the Career Fair, usually obtains about 50
exhibits at the fair with one or two people usually participating from each business and organization.
Zonta had sponsored a Career Fair previously at the old Sheraton Inn with members talking about their careers.
Attendance was not strong at the meetings in the evenings, so Zonta found it was more successful to take the Career
Fair to the schools.
Cathy says that the purpose of the Career Fair is to inspire, educate, and motivate the girls from these schools with
positive professional women in nontraditional roles. First of all, Zonta does the career fair to inspire the young
women to search for possible career goals. The worlds of junior high girls at Darby and Kimmons are pretty small,
and students are unaware of the opportunities and career fields available to them. Secondly, we want to educate
them on the importance of staying in school in order to achieve the career goals. Not everyone needs to go to
college, but they will need some kind of training after high school. Last, we try to motivate the girls by presenting
interesting presenters with engaging career activities that will make the girls think, "I want to do that and be like
her."
Zonta tries to present a wide range of opportunities for the girls with an emphasis on STEM careers since the girls are
hearing a lot about them. We also like to present health careers because of the local demands of that field.
The girls are always gracious and welcoming. Cathy says that the teachers report that the girls are still talking about it
the next day. Zonta hopes that its members will continue to actively participate as role models of women
empowered to succeed in a variety of career fields.

DON’T FORGET!!!
Zonta Career Fair
Darby Junior High
Friday, May 19
12 – 3 pm

LIBRARY BOOK SALE MAY 6-7

Donate Books for the Crisis Center – at May Meeting /June Social
Fort Smith Zonta has long adopted the Crisis Center as one of our
major projects. This year, we made a $1500.donation. In addition
to this donation, our club will be donating books for the women and
children who are there, as well as providing a book case for storage.
Members are requested to bring books appropriate for women and
for children ages birth – 18 to our May meeting. Members may also
bring book donations to the June social, if that is more convenient.
The Fort Smith Public Library has their sale of fiction books on the
weekend of May 6-7. Members are encouraged to take the
opportunity to support the library with their purchase of gently
used books at discount prices. These books could then benefit those
who are living at the Crisis Center.

May Social – Celebrate Cinco de Mayo
Caron Roberts will be hosting the May
Quarterly Social on May 8 at 6 pm. The theme
will be Cinco de Mayo. She is still looking for
fellow members to work with her on this
social. Please join us for a fun time at Caron’s
home, located at 1007 Adelaide in Fort Smith.

Zontian Judy Mathewson will be
moving temporarily to Florida to pursue
certification in counseling. She plans to
remain a member here and hopes to
attend meetings at the local club there.
Her goal is to return to Fort Smith next

Geranium Pre-Sale Pick-Up a Success!
Today, Zonta members were busy loading up the pre-sold
geraniums at Neumeir's. Fourteen members worked on this cold
and windy day to make sure that the geraniums were placed in the
right vehicle.
According to Lori Garvey, 337 flats and 14 pots of flowers were
delivered. Lori and her co-chair Laura Fenton worked tirelessly to
organize this annual fundraiser. For the first time since this fund
raiser was adopted by Zonta, the delivery and sales date had to be
rescheduled because of predictions of extreme inclement weather.
The closeout geranium sale will be next Saturday, May 6 at Sagely&
Edwards from 10-2.
Since 2008, Zonta International has
provided US$2,550,000 to UNFPA to
support the Liberia Fistula Project. More
than 1,000 women and adolescent girls
received treatment and more than 200
fistula survivors completed the
rehabilitation program and were
successfully reintegrated into their
communities. Zonta International has
advised members that several of our
service programs with the United

year. She will be greatly missed by her
many friends here in Zonta. Looking
forward to your return, Judi.

ELIMINATING
OBSTETRIC FISTULA
IN LIBERIA

Nations, including the Obstetrics Fistula
program, are in danger of being cut
because of recent executive orders. We
will try to keep you informed.

Past Events
50th Anniversary Celebration
Clayton House was a’buzzin’ with
approximately 60 Zonta members and
friends on Monday, April 24. Paula
Glidewell introduced Fort Smith mayor,
Sandy Sanderson, who shared a
proclamation honoring the Fort Smith
Zonta Club for its fifty years of service
and volunteerism in the city. Letters from
the Zonta International President and
District Governor were read. Long-time
members Kathy Coleman, JoAnn Gedosh,
and Pat Crump shared happy memories
of their years as a part of Fort Smith
Zonta.

Sheryl Flanagin awarded two
District 10 scholarships that our
local candidates had won.
After the ceremonies, everyone
gathered for sandwiches, fruit,
and vegetable trays, as well as a
beautiful cake, reviewing the
historic memorabilia of
scrapbooks, photos, and
newsletters. Kim Vann and
Sheryl Flanagin organized the
event and prepared the food.
Marilyn Barr provided the table
decorations. Julie Moncrief
made the arrangements at the
Clayton House.

Police Officers Recognized
Fort Smith Zonta was proud to recognize retiring police
officers, Barbara Wilson and Kris Deason. Together, they
had well over 30 years of experience. Booth officers have
worked closely with Zonta, participating in the Career Fair
with Cathy Williams for many years. An honoriam to Zonta
International was made in their names. Pictured here is
President Paula Glidewell giving the retiring officer a
certificate of recognition as a token of appreciation for
their lifelong demonstration of the empowerment of
women.
April Meeting
Kim Vann, District 10 Foundation Ambassador, presented information on
the international projects that our donations help to succeed. One of the
strengths of Zonta is their close working with the United Nations and their
adoption of programs only after they are fully funded. One-third of the
funds raised through the Geranium Sale are donated to aid the
International projects and scholarships
Kathleen Cates awarded the YWPA to Claudia Chavez, a high school
student who is actively pursuing higher education with the intent to
pursue a business degree. This award is fully funded through the
Geranium Sale.

District 10 Scholarship Winners
Fort Smith Zonta is proud to announce that two of our local scholarship
winners were also selected for the District 10 Scholarships.
Trish Richardson and District 10 Lt. Governor Sheryl Flanagin awarded
Brenda Rosales the first District 10 STEM scholarship of $1000. She was
selected in November for the Fort Smith STEM scholarship of $1000.
Cathy Williams and Flanagin awarded Cynthia Garcia the District 10 Rose
Scholarship of $1000. She was selected in February for the Fort Smith
Rose Scholarship of $500.
These scholarships represent a primary goal of Zonta to improve the
educational and professional status of women at the local level by
providing the opportunity in order to empower young women in pursuit of
careers. These scholarships are fully funded through the Fort Smith Zonta
Geranium Sale.
May Wednesday Lunch at Williamsburg Kitchen
The April Wednesday Luncheon was held at RePetes.
We enjoyed wishing Laura Fenton a happy birthday
and welcoming back Martha and Pat after their recent
illnesses. Attending were Dolores Chitwood, JoAnn
Gedosh, Debbie Everly, Judith Hansen, Martha
Gooden, Paula Glidewell, Laura Fenton, Pat Crump and
Deborah Chapman. Our May Luncheon will be May 3
are Williamsburg Kitchen at 11:30. Please join us if you
are able, and feel free to contact another member if
you wish to share a ride.
Girls Shelter Stays Busy

Zonta members Kim, Sheryl and, friend of Zonta Yolanda from
the 188th, hid over 100 Easter eggs for the girls at the Girls
Shelter. The girls so enjoyed acting young again as they ran all
over the front yard of the shelter looking for eggs! Afterwards,
the girls opened all their eggs and loved receiving the candy.
Yolanda also gave the girls all a journal for goal writing.
Attending the 50th Anniversary Celebration were four girls as well as
Miss Debbie and Miss Peggy. The girls enjoyed investigating the
Clayton House. Miss Debbie commented that while she knew how
wonderful the Fort Smith Zonta ladies were, she had no idea of their
importance internationally

UAFS Financial Resource Fair
The Leadership in Business class at UAFS saw the
need for increased student awareness of
scholarships. Zonta was one of many community
organizations that was invited to participate.
Caron Roberts, FS Zonta Scholarship Chair, and
Deborah Chapman attended the event, sharing
handouts and explaining criteria. Roberts hopes
this will increase the number of applicants in the
future.

Welcome back to Fort Smith Zonta
Jan Nielson, a former member of
our club, has returned to Arkansas
and renewed her membership.

Presidential Reflection
As the end of my term as president comes to a close, I reflect on all the things the Zonta Club of Fort Smith has accomplished
during this period. We have provided scholarships and awards to deserving applicants to improve their life. For our selected
projects of interest we have provided awards for impoverished girls to experience and grow at Girl’s Inc. summer camp. We
have been active in every project the Girl’s Shelter has had as well as taken them for outings to Dillard’s and Painting with a
Twist. We donated to the Reynold’s Crisis Center and did a private Painting with a Twist and Pizza parties. We are building a
library for the ladies and children at the center. We developed the first Girl Scout Award and have provided necessities for the
women of the Esther House homeless shelter.
To make more awareness of the Trafficking issues we had a private viewing of the movie “Sold”. We have been involved in
many events in the area such as “Walking a Mile in her Shoes”, “One Billion Rising”, “Zonta Says No” displays, and much more.
We are a recognized group in Fort Smith known not only as the Geranium Ladies but also as those who stand for the rights of
women, the victimized, the abused, the impoverished, the underpaid, and those suffering from misogyny.
Let us continue to offer these services and to grow our membership, so we can affect more change in views and our society.
Paula Glidewell, President Zonta Club of Fort Smith 2015-2017
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! May
Calendar of Events
MAY
Kathy Smith
1
Wednesday Luncheon@Williamsburg @ 11:30
3
Deborah Chapman
3
GeraniumCloseoutSale@Sagely&Edwards@10-2 6
Judith Mathewson
4
Service Hours Due to Deborah Chapman
8
JUNE SOCIAL @
DEBORAH CHAPMAN’S
2218 SHADOW LAKE
DRIVE
GREENWOOD,
ARKANSAS
JUNE 26 @ 6 PM

Quarterly Social@ Caron Roberts at 6
Zonta Board Meeting@ FSLibrary@5:30
Zonta Meeting @ FSLIbrary@6
Career Fair @Darby@12-3
Wear Orange

8
18
22
19
25

JUST A REMINDER . . .
DUES: Your yearly dues of $196.00 were due to Kathy Smith, our Club Treasurer, by April 30. After that, a
reinstatement fee of $15. shall be charged. Zonta International membership dues are $136. Our local contribution of
$60 helps with club operation fees and allows you to attend the quarterly dinners each year.
SERVICE HOURS due May 8 to Deborah Chapman: Each Zonta member is required to complete a minimum of four
service hours on one of our adopted projects or committees each year. Each member is required to record their
individual Zonta hours and submit before the deadline.
Zonta Club of Fort Smith, chartered April 24, 1967, is part of Area 1, of District 10, of Zonta International.
President: Paula Glidewell, 479.650.0689
Editor: Deborah Chapman, 479.459.9891
paula@glidewelldist.com
chapmands@gmail.com
Meetings are held on the third Monday of the month at 6 p.m. at Fort Smith Public Library.

