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"All of our activities have one common denominator—women's rights are
human rights. Together we will achieve equal rights for all even if it sometimes
feels a bit far away when you see steps back for women around the world.
Despite the setbacks, we will not rest until we have reached our vision. We will
never give up." - Sonja Hönig Schough, President of Zonta International
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Fall/Winter Fundraiser
In recent years, we have had only one public fundraiser, our annual
Geranium Sale. The rules of Zonta International state that public fundraising
can only be used to support our club's sanctioned service projects. The
Geranium Sale has consistently been such a success that it was sufficient for
the service projects we sponsored.
Through sheer accident, early this year Sheryl Flanagin discovered that the
company that had always supplied our geraniums had closed. Luckily,
Neumeier Nursery was willing to step in to provide us with flowers. Then, for the
first time, the rains hit Fort Smith at the same time as our delivery date.
Although our Geranium Sale was not a disaster, our profits suffered greatly.
These problems helped Board Members decide to expand our funding program
to include the selling of Christmas greenery from Sherwood Forest Farms.
Since 1954, this company has harvested evergreens from the Pacific
Northwest and guarantee their products for quality. Sheryl Flanagin says, " I
have purchased these evergreens for myself and family and friends for several
years. The quality is amazing. Being still beautiful in February is typical."
Each member is encouraged to sell at least three orders. Remember,
these products make great Christmas and holiday gifts for family and friends.
Our club will make $10 on each item sold. Since our club makes no investment,
all profits will fund our service projects. Orders are shipped directly to the
customer, so members are not involved with delivery.
Sheryl Flanagin, chair of this fundraiser, distributed information to members at
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the September meeting. You may contact Sheryl at 479.414.5190 or
sherylflan@aol.com if you didn't receive a packet. Greenery will be sold
between September 11 through October 11. Direct delivery to the customer will
be in the two weeks before Thanksgiving. Checks from customers should be
made out to Zonta Club of Fort Smith. All orders, with delivery address
sheets attached to the payment, must be submitted to Sheryl no later
than Wednesday, November 1.
The Board adopted this fundraiser from Sherwood Forest Farms because of
its quality product, its ease of sale and delivery, and the potential for additional
profit to subsidize our traditional Geranium Sale. With your help, our club
members can become known in the community not just as "the Geranium
ladies," but the "Wreath ladies" as well.

September Meeting Recap
Guest Meighan Pendergrass
presented the program on women’s
health and fitness. Meagan urged
members to live a balanced life and
to avoid extremes. She noted that
women often take care of
themselves last, but self-care should
be a priority.
Members were encouraged to
attend the D10 Conference. Sheryl
Flanagin explained the Status of
Women luncheon, which the FS club
will sponsor. Tables will be decorated
with photos and information about
significant women from the district’s

Sheryl discussed the new evergreen
fundraiser the club will be doing, and
she gave order sheets to members
who were at the meeting. Highquality arrangements are shipped
the two weeks after Thanksgiving
directly to people who order.
A quick review of members
revealed JoAnne is headed to San
Francisco, Sheryl to Destin and
Cathy Williams to Russia. We're
looking forward to seeing those
photos!!

states.

October Luncheon
Join us for the October First
Wednesday Luncheon tomorrow,
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Wednesday the 4th, at River City
Bistro @ 11:30am.

Upcoming Events
Girls Shelter Mum Sale, Oct. 7.

This year's Annual Mum Fundraiser will be at 2709 Royal Scots Way beginning
at 7am and Brickcity Emporium at 10am. They will be there until the last mum is
sold! $20 for 1st Mum and $15 for every additional one.

12th Annual United Way Power of the Purse
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Thanks to the efforts of Martha Gooden, our club will have a Zonta table at this
event. If anyone has not yet made a reservation, please contact her. Tickets are
$40. Service hours will be credited for attendance.

Girls Shelter Spaghetti Dinner
The club will provide and serve desserts! Don't forgot!
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Past Events
CIC Tailgate
The Crisis Center fundraiser took
place on Sept. 30th and was a huge
success! Many Zonta members
came out to show their support for
the center. Special thanks to Dolores
Chitwood for spearheading the 50/50
raffle. Remember that those who
attended will receive service hours!
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October Birthdays!
Linda Teague – October 1
Kathy Coleman – October 14
Delores McMillan – October 29

October Meeting
Next Monday at 6 pm
We are pleased to announce that this months speaker is Mary Dale Colvert
of the Fort Smith Girls Shelter (pictured above). Mary has served as the Shelter
Administrator since 1996 after acting as a house parent since 1976. Needless
to say, she is a vital part of what has become a safe haven for girls ages 12
to17 who have nowhere else to go.
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President’s Remarks
Two years ago, Zonta International joined all 25 members of the UN
Member States to support 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) for the
world’s future with the goal of achievement by 2030. Universal, inclusive, and
indivisible, the agenda calls for action by all the countries to improve the lives of
people everywhere. This year, the ZI SDG focus is on Goal #5 -- to achieve
gender equality and empower all women and girls.
What does this mean for our club? The Board will be developing specific
strategies for our club to accomplish within our community to assure that we
are addressing this issue. We will regularly be addressing gender equality and
female empowerment in our regular meetings. We will also address these
issues through our service projects as we work with young girls at the Girls
Shelter and Career Fair as well as women with the Z Club and First
Impressions. As we collaborate with other service organizations, such as
United Way and the Phillis Wheatley Club, we stand as strong role models for
female empowerment.
Women in the USA have long under-utilized their power. Women drive 7080% of consumer spending with their buying power and influence. Women earn
the majority of bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees. Forty percent of US
households with children under the age of 18 include mothers who are the
primary or sole breadwinner for the family. Fifty-one percent of all wealth in the
US is controlled by women.
The primary mission of Zonta is to empower women. We cannot rely on
others to grant us what we already deserve. As we participate in the upcoming
District 10 Conference in OKC, let us join with like-minded women to continue
our fight for gender equality and empowerment for all women and girls.
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ZONTA INTERNATIONAL
69TH DISTRICT 10 CONFERENCE
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Oct 19-21
The weekend will offer lots of excitement! District 10 Governor, Barbara
Yoder, shares that members will have the opportunity to use their "creative
spirit," while taking part in a musical chairs painting party. Limited seating is
available for that event, so make sure to sign up upon arrival. Our club will
focus on the Status of Women Luncheon, which we are hosting. We are
providing themed table décor and setting up the event. We are especially
excited to witness the swearing in of our new D10 governor Sheryl Flanagin!!
At the end of each Business Session, expect hilarious and extravagant
auctions to raise funds for Zonta International projects. Zonta Stores and Silent
Auction for Dollars for Scholars will be open at specified times. Information
about the schedule, speakers, and other special events can be found here.
***Please contact Deb ASAP if you have completed registration, so that
the Board can distribute the funds they have set aside for this purpose.
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Upcoming Events
October 4 | First Wednesday Lunch
River City Deli
October 5 | Board Meeting @ Dewey’s – 5:30
October 7 | Girls Shelter Mum Sale – 2709 Royal
Scots Way – 7am & Brick City
Emporium – 10 am
October 9 | Business Meeting – 6 pm @ FS
Library | Speaker Mary Dale Colvett, Girls Shelter
October 19-21 | D10 Conference in OKC
October 24 | UN Day
October 25 | Wear Orange
October 27 | Girls Shelter Spaghetti Dinner
@ Central Church – 5-8 pm
October 30 – Quarterly Social @ Lynda
Pope – 6 pm

Zonta Club of Fort Smith, chartered April 24, 1967,
is part of Area 1, of District 10, of Zonta International.
Meetings are held on the third Monday of the month at 6 p.m. at Fort Smith Public Library.

Yearly dues total $196.00 and are due to our Club Treasurer by May. After that, a
reinstatement fee of $15. shall be charged. Zonta International membership dues are $136. Our
local contribution of $60 helps with club operation fees and allows you to attend the quarterly
dinners each year.
Each Zonta member is required to complete a minimum of four service hours each year on one
of our adopted projects or committees. Each member is required to record their individual Zonta
hours and submit before the May deadline.
Each Zonta member is required to sell a minimum of three flats of geraniums or donate the
equivalent to provide funding for the service and advocacy projects for which we are responsible.
For more information contact:
President, Zonta of Fort Smith · Deborah Chapman
479.459.9891 · chapmands@gmail.com
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