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Zonta Club Participates in the Phyllis
Wheatley Club’s Tablescapes

Beautiful Centerpiece

JoAnn, Kim, Sheryl, Janie, Marilyn, Judith, and Cathy
pose with the winning table.

The Zonta Club of Fort Smith received
an Honorable Mention ribbon and
certificate for our Western/Fort Smith
History themed table at the Phyllis
Wheatley Tablescapes held on Saturday,
Sept. 11th at St. Boniface.
The table was decorated with Janie
Weber’s beautiful plates and tablecloth.
Bandanas, western boots, glass boot
mugs, and a sculpture were provided by
Wendy Lambkin. Marilyn provided the
yellow tablecloth, matching silverware
(correctly placed!) and Marshall Badges
for each place setting. Kim Vann made
place cards for each plate so people
would know that Bass Reeves and Belle
Star would be in attendance. JoAnn
Gedosh’s dad’s boot filled with sunflowers
and her Bass Reeves book finished off the
centerpiece!

JoAnn Gedosh once again modeled the fashions of the
Crisis Intervention Center Thrift Store.
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Zonta Club of Fort Smith received its charter April 24, 1967.
Our club is part of Area 1, of District 10, of Zonta International. President & Editor: Kim Vann, 479-739-8123.
Meetings are held the third Monday of each month at 6 p.m. at the Fort Smith Public Library.

From the
President’s Pen

Go Wild With Zonta
at District 10 Conference
By Sheryl Flanagin

Dear Zontians,
I hope to see all of you Monday night for our
September meeting. You will not want to miss it!
Our speaker is Sylvia Balsara, PhD, who is one of
two bilingual counselors in the area who address
the needs of Hispanic women. She is also a former
professor at the University of Arkansas in
Fayetteville. She will be speaking on the topic
Effects of Violence on Women in Guatemala.
Also, we will be inducting two new members!!!
Judith Hansen, metro editor of the Southwest
Times Record, and Lori Bauer, marketing teacher
at Northside High School, will be the newest
additions to the club this Monday night. Thank you
to Sheryl and Heather for introducing Zonta to
these amazing women!
What a great day it was at the Phyllis Wheatley
Tablescapes last Saturday! Zonta received such
good PR at this event. JoAnn modeling clothes of
the Crisis Intervention Center also brought lots of
attention to their store. Hopefully JoAnn’s efforts
will bring in more customers. Zonta was well
represented by a table of 10 that included me, my
daughter Katie, Sheryl, Janie, Janie’s mom Wanda
Shephard, Cathy Williams, new member Judith
Hansen, JoAnn, Marilyn, and her sister in law, Jody
Barr. We think we need to decorate two tables next
year!!
Our next service opportunity is on Saturday
October 9th when we will be up early to Paint the
Park Pink for the Susan G. Komen Foundation.
This walk is part of our breast cancer awareness
service project. Last year was tons of fun! We
walked around the beautiful campus of UAFS and
then we all headed to Calico County for a huge
breakfast! Ha! Ha! Candy will share more
information about this event at Monday’s meeting.
See you all then!

Sincerely, Kim

At my first official Zonta District 10 Board
meeting in San Marcos, Texas, last month, the
focus was on the exciting upcoming District 10
Conference to be held November 11-14 in San
Marcos, a shoppers’ paradise.
Located in the beautiful Embassy Suites, the
conference should be a fun-filled and
information-filled event.
First, the accommodations are wonderful—
each suite has a living area, a wet bar area with
a refrigerator and microwave, and beautiful
beddings. Included in the room rate is a
breakfast buffet with every possible breakfast
dish. However, if the buffet doesn’t appeal to
you, a made-to-order omelet station is also
available. Very nice!
The schedule for the conference includes a
choice of nine workshops, each addressing
issues of interest and/or concern to us as Zonta
members. One of the workshops, focusing on
our new International service projects and on
just what makes a project a true Zonta project,
will be led by President Kim Vann, the District
10 Status of Women Chairman. Another
workshop I will facilitate is a panel discussion on
human trafficking and an update on CEDAW.
These are only two of the options available to
attendees. This should be one of our most
informative conferences.
Since this is a non-voting year, this
conference will be a little more relaxed than
usual. I understand that casual wear with lots of
Zonta “glow” items, as they are called, will be
the order of the day. We will also have free time
for shopping at the largest outlet mall in the
state. Anyone thinking Christmas presents?
Again, I am very excited about our upcoming
Conference and hope that many of you make
plans to attend. Participating in our Area,
District, and International events is a wonderful
way to learn more about just what it means to
be a Zontian and to make friends from many
different places. Be careful, though. You may
just catch the Zonta Zeal!

Call to
Conference

When: Thursday November 11thSaturday November 13th
Where: Embassy Suites, San Marcos, TX
Registration fee: $200 by 10/22/2010
After 10/22 $275
Fee includes Friday Lunch, Saturday Lunch and Dinner

Hotel Rate: $124/nightlyincludes full breakfast buffet.

~Enjoy Thursday night reception/party,
Friday night shopping and club parties,
and the Saturday night Zebra themed
banquet hosted by our club!!~

Please make plans now to attend!

ZONTA INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Message from Zonta International on 9/2/2010
Statement

by Zonta International regarding stoning of women and violence against women in Iran

This statement will be sent to the Iranian Ambassador to the United Nations in New York.

Statement by Zonta International
Zonta International expresses its grave concern in relation to reports of actions against women in
Iran who are prosecuted according to Sharia law. In the case of Sakineh Ashtiani and other
women who are facing legal actions, we would urge the Iranian government to comply with its
obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political rights (CCPR), especially as it
has recently attained a seat on the Commission of the Status of Women (CSW), which body is
bound to ensure the implementation of all Articles in the International Convention on the Elimination
of all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). This Convention is to ensure, inter alia,
the legal equality of men and women. Clearly, in prosecuting these women, the legal equality of
women in Iran comes into question.
Although Iran has not yet signed CEDAW, it has signed the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC) and the CCPR as mentioned above.
The way forward for Iran to improve its laws and processes with respect to the treatment of women
and the girl child was outlined in the 2005 report of the Mission to the Islamic Republic of Iran ( Ref.
E/CN. 4/2006/61/Add.3). The manifestations of violence against women and the institutional bases
of such violence in Iran were identified and some conclusions were:
“If the Iranian regime is sincere about restoring women’s dignity then it must embark on a reinterpretation of its fundamental norms, including Islamic principles in line with the current needs
and societal contributions of women as well as with universal human rights standards”(p.18).
“…ensuring the protection of women’s rights, including protection against violence, will require a
comprehensive review of discriminatory laws and procedures as well as a reorientation in the
manner in which religious laws are interpreted” (p.19).
Recommendations included the ratification of key Conventions such as CEDAW and the bringing of
national laws into conformity with the Convention; the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children; full implementation of the
recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child; and to implement the provisions of
the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders in order to ensure that women human rights defenders
are able to carry out their work with full autonomy and without being subjected to retaliation by the
State or other actors(p.20).
The measure of a country’s status on UN bodies such as CSW is seen not in what it ‘appears’ to be
doing as part of such a vital monitoring body but, rather, in what it does with respect to preserving
the rights and status of its own citizens- especially women and the girl child.
Zonta International would strongly urge the government of Iran to lead by example, thus
‘legitimizing’ its place to sit on the Commission of the Status of Women from 2011.
Zonta International, as an international NGO, will continue to stand with those organizations and
countries around the world which seek to improve the status of women and who speak out about
human rights abuses. Violence, in all its forms, and the denial of human rights has to stop.

Zonta International Service Project
Topic of August Meeting
By Kim Vann

August speaker Dr. John Wikman

Girls State recipients Mary Frances
Roebuck and Taylor Stokes.

Dr. John Wikman spoke about Zonta
International’s Service Project, Elimination of
Obstetric Fistula and the Reduction of Maternal
and Newborn Mortality and Morbidity in Liberia at
the August 17th member meeting. Dr. Wikman has
traveled to India, Yemen, and West Africa on
medical mission trips. He actually assisted with a
fistula surgery on one of these mission trips. He
said that the most common question asked of him
by the people of Ghana was “Do you perform
fistula surgery?” Dr. Wikman was quite impressed
with Zonta International’s efforts to assist the
women of Liberia with this medical condition.
Members were encouraged to visit
www.zonta.org to view the video about the
advances that have been made over the past two
years to improve the lives of women in Liberia
who suffer from obstetric fistula.
Mary Frances Roebuck and Taylor Stokes,
Zonta Club of Fort Smith Girls State sponsorship
recipients, thanked the club for their sponsorship.
They both told tales of their entertaining and
educational week at Girls State this past summer.

Kathleen informs group about needs of the Crisis Intervention Center.

Status of Women
Crisis Intervention Center August Visit
We served Frito chili pie and hot dogs....everyone loved the food....I brought a
basket full of nail polish, polish remover, nail bling, blackberry hand cleanser and
hand cream, nail files, clippers, q-tips, etc....the women loved it! They were so excited
and expressed their gratitude, over and over.
Kathleen King and Linda Teague entertained the kids, Marilyn Barr helped serve and
clean up and I helped some of the women paint their nails...we left everything for the
women to continue to use...they were very grateful and happy.. and I, as always, feel
blessed to serve.
Thank you Zonta! …Debbie Adams, Crisis Intervention Center Chairman

Single Parent Scholarship Fund News
Sunday, August 22nd, the Fiori home was open for the fundraising event for Single
Parent Scholarship. This 17,000 sq foot room was open for us to wander through and
gawk at its beauty. Sitting on the point overlooking the Arkansas River was as pretty a
site as I have ever seen. Marilyn Barr and Cathy Williams also attended. The Fiori
show home will be used for many events like this and a great way to raise money and
awareness. Two recipients spoke about the significance of their scholarship.
…JoAnn Gedosh, SPSF Committee Member

Girls Shelter August Visit

Heather Robertson, Wendy Lambkin and I provided a night of entertainment to six
girls at the shelter for the August visit. The girls decorated notebooks and binders
with jillions of stickers. Afterwards the girls enjoyed making ice cream sundaes. In
September, Zonta will be teaching the girls mad scientist experiments and in October
we will host our annual Halloween Fear Factor party. Volunteers are still needed, so
please let me know if you would like to help out in September or October.
…Kim Vann, Girls Shelter Chairman

2010 Paint the Park Pink

Come be a part of the 4th annual Paint the Park Pink!!! Since this event began in 2006 you have helped raise
over $100,000 to be used to help breast cancer patients in the River Valley!!
The mission of the Ozark Affiliate is to end breast cancer by empowering people, ensuring quality care for all and
energizing science to find the cures. We work daily to live by this mission. Since our Affiliate began in 1998 we
have given back over $1 MILLION to the River Valley alone to pay for services such as mammography,
emergency financial assistance, mastectomy supplies and educational material….just to name a few.
However it takes an army to combat breast cancer! That is why we want to encourage you to participate in the
2010 Paint the Park on October 9 at the University of Arkansas Fort Smith Campus! Here are a few details of
that day:

Date:
Saturday, October 9
Location: University of Arkansas, Fort Smith
Cost:
$20—adults
$10—children 12 years and younger
T-shirts:
Each registered participant will receive a Paint the Park Pink t-shirt. However, we can only guarantee the first
1200 to register will receive a shirt (please note while we will do our best to serve you we may not be able to
accommodate all shirt size requests)
Timeline:
7 a.m.: Survivors breakfast
9 a.m.: Walk begins
Survivors Breakfast:
If you are a survivor and would like to celebrate your journey then please join us for the Sparks Survivors
Breakfast held at the Smith-Pendergraft Campus Center on the UA—Fort Smith campus.
The survivors will receive 2 admittance tickets to the Breakfast when they pick up their shirt. One is the survivor
ticket, the other is the co-survivor ticket. The survivor will put their name on the back of their ticket for the door
prize drawings. They must have these tickets to get in to the breakfast, Co-Survivors pass will be a ticket and their
pink arm band that they must be wearing.
(Courtesy of www.komenozark.org)

Go to www.komenozark.org to register!!
Let’s have a big Zonta turnout for our Breast Cancer Awareness Service Project

Calendar of Events

Sept. 20th: Zonta meeting,
6pm, Community Room FSPL
Sept. 21st: International Day
of Peace.
Sept. 22nd: Girls Shelter
Night- Mad Scientist Projects
Projects7PM
Sept. 28th: Zonta Crisis
Intervention Center NightMending 5:30pm
Oct. 6th: 1st Wednesday
Lunch, LaHuerta by Toys R
US, 11:30-1pm
Oct. 9th: Paint the Park Pink
Family Fun Walk
Oct. 9th: Kick off of Women
Build, Habitat for Humanity.
Oct. 11th: Zonta board
meeting, 5:15pm.

www.goodsearch.com.
www.goodshop.com
Many businesses will give Zonta
Foundation a percentage of the
purchase, including Amazon.com
Please visit the site today and support
Zonta International.

Happy Birthday to:
Sept. 21st: Candy Foster
Oct.1st: Linda Teague
Oct.14th: Kathy Coleman

Book Recommendations
JoAnn Gedosh

I would recommend the book Cutting for Stone
by Abraham Verghase an Internist with roots in India
and Africa but a US citizen many years. Descriptive, yet
fictional, you know he knows the terrain and politics of
both these countries and the deplorable medical
medi
conditions with a feature of the obstetric fistula
situations. It is about love, loss and hanging on. It will
stay with you.
I am currently reading Nothing to Envy by Barbara
Demich a correspondent for the LA times who went to
South Korea to learn about
out those who had defected
from North Korea and the horrific cruelty of the
regime. Interesting side note: North Korea is the only
country in the world not connected to the internet and
we cannot imagine how they have to live every day
without electricity and food, let alone no freedom.

