
 

 
  

 
Guest Linda Kaufenburg, Deborah Avillion, and Speaker Mary Dale Colvett 

     Mary Dale Colvett, Executive Director of the Girls Shelter shared her 
experiences mentoring the young women residents of the shelter at the 
August Zonta meeting.  She gave an overview of the shelter, explained 
reasons girls are recommended for placement at the shelter, and described 
to the group how the shelter is funded.  

     The Girls Shelter was the first service project of the Zonta Club of Fort 
Smith when the club formed in 1967.  The project continues today with 
monthly visits to the shelter.  Fort Smith Zontians cover topics such as: 
money management, jewelry making, career choices, health Q&A, arts and 

crafts, cooking, sewing, exercise, and travel.   

    Girls Shelter Focus of August Meeting 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

1    August Meeting 

2    President’s Message 

       ZI News  

3    District 10 News 

4-5 Status of Women 

6-7 PR & member news 

8    Calendar 

“In my 34 years 
with the Girls 
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Zonta Club of Fort Smith received its charter April 24, 1967. 

 Our club is part of Area 1, of District 10, of Zonta International. 

 President & Editor: Kim Vann, PO Box 1251, Roland, OK 74954, 479-739-8123. 

Meetings are held the third Monday of each month at 6 p.m. at the Fort Smith Public Library. 

 

Zonta International is a global organization of executives and professionals working together to 

advance the status of women worldwide through service and advocacy. 
www.zonta.org    www.zontadistrict10.org  www.zontafortsmith.wordpress.com 

 

 

http://www.zontadistrict10.org/
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2010-2012  
International 
Membership 
Goal:  
33,000 Members 

  
  
  
  
  
27,029 Members  

(as of 31 July 2011) 
  

 

 

 

 

Dear Zontians, 
   We are in for a treat Monday night! The Southwest Times 
Record’s columnist Ben Boulden will be our guest speaker.  He will 
speak about the history of women in Fort Smith.  His talk should 
prepare us to ―Live the History‖ at our District 10 Conference next 
month.  The steering committee of the conference is working very 
hard to make the conference a success! Our next planning meeting 
is Wednesday, September 28th at 5:30pm at the Cancer Support 
House. We are on the countdown now to conference. We need 
every Zontian to pitch in!  Please make plans now to attend this 
meeting. 
     Our next service opportunity is on Saturday September 24th when 
we will be up early to Paint the Park Pink for the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation around the campus green of UAFS.  Participating in the 
walk supports our breast cancer awareness service project. Candy 
will share more information about this event at Monday’s meeting. 
See you all then! 

Sincerely, 

 Kim 
 

  
 

    President Kim Vann 

 
 

From the President’s Pen 

Zonta International News 
 

WHO IS A ZONTIAN? 

Zontians are a culturally diverse group, representing 64 countries around the globe, who 

share a commitment to working for women's rights and gender equality. They are 

professionals and executives from a wide array of sectors - architects, educators, 

engineers, entrepreneurs, lawyers, doctors, pilots, government officials and more. As a 

member of an individual Zonta club, Zontians all over the world work to advance the 

status of women through various service, advocacy and fund-raising efforts to support 

the main objectives of Zonta, which are: 

 To improve the legal, political, economic, educational, health and professional status of 

women at the global and local level through service and advocacy.  

 To work for the advancement of understanding, goodwill and peace through a fellowship of 

executives in business and the professions.  

 To promote justice and universal respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.  

 To be united internationally to foster high ethical standards, to implement service programs 

and to provide mutual support and fellowship for members who serve their communities, 

their nations and the world 
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News 

      
64th District 10 Conference 

October 20-23, 2011 
Fort Smith, Arkansas 

Deadline for early bird registration is 
September 28th!  

~Enjoy the Thursday night reception while competing 

 in the Best Southern Belle Hat contest. 

~ Meet our District 10 liaison, Sonja Hönig Schoug 

from Kungsbacka, Sweden 

~ Attend the Friday night host event at Second Street Live  

and enjoy entertainment from the Miss Laura’s Players. 
 

~ Learn from our advocacy workshop presented by Jo Ellen Carson 

 

~ Meet our Amelia Earhart Fellows and Zonta International Amelia Earhart Chairman 

Dr. Sharon Landenbeck 
 

~ Make new friends with Zontians from other clubs! 
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Girls Shelter Back to School Party 

Kim, Candy, Heather, and newest member Zena provided a back to school binder and notebook 
decorating party for the girls of the shelter in August.  Many thanks go to the Zontians who 
donated school supplies for the girls.  The next Girls Shelter night is Tuesday, September 27 th at 
7pm.  Past member Grissa Schmitz will be presenting a money management program to the girls 
based on the TV show Survivor. 

     

 

 

 

  

Paint the Park Pink 

  

     Come be a part of the 5th annual Paint the Park Pink!!!  Since this event began in 2006 
this walk has raised over $100,000 to be used to help breast cancer patients in the River 
Valley!!  The mission of the Ozark Affiliate is to end breast cancer by empowering people, 
ensuring quality care for all and energizing science to find the cures.  We work daily to live 
by this mission.  Since the Affiliate began in 1998 they have given back over $1 MILLION 
to the River Valley alone to pay for services such as mammography, emergency financial 
assistance, mastectomy supplies and educational material….just to name a few.   
     However it takes an army to combat breast cancer!  That is why they want to encourage 
you to participate in the 2011 Paint the Park on September 24th at the University of 
Arkansas Fort Smith Campus!   

Go to www.komenozark.org to register!! 
Let’s have a big Zonta turnout for our Breast Cancer Awareness Service Project 

Next Girls Shelter 
Fundraiser 

3rd Annual Pasta Dinner 
November 4th 5:30-8pm 
Creekmore Park Rose 

Room 

Date: 
Saturday, September 24 

Location: University of Arkansas, Fort Smith, campus green 
Walk starts at 10 am 

Cost: 
$20—adults 

$10—children 12 years and younger 
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Single Parent Scholarship Fund  

     Linda Kaufenberg, Executive Director of Single Parent Scholarship sent her 
thanks to Deborah Avillion and Sheryl Flanagin for their recent volunteerism.  
Deborah and Sheryl recently interviewed candidates for the upcoming Single 
Parent Scholarship awards. Linda reported, ―This was a particularly hard task as 
there were 39 applicants and only 16 were awarded new scholarships. Along with 
the 36 renewals, SPSF awarded 52 scholarships this semester, the most ever.‖ 
     Sheryl Flanagin shared her thoughts. 
“I interviewed over two days.  I was often amazed at the determination shown by 
some of these applicants to obtain their education.  I especially appreciated the 
mothers who were determined to be good role models for their daughters.  I am 
glad that Zonta supports this program.  Yes, there are some admirable men who 
receive this help, but the majority are women.  What better way to advance the 
status of women than to help these mothers with improving their lives and the lives 
of their children through education.” 
 

  
International Day of Peace, September 21 

     The International Day of Peace ("Peace Day") provides an opportunity for individuals, 
organizations and nations to create practical acts of peace on a shared date. It was 
established by a United Nations resolution in 1981 to coincide with the opening of the General 
Assembly. The first Peace Day was celebrated in September 1982. In 2002 the General 
Assembly officially declared September 21 as the permanent date for the International Day of 
Peace.  
     Since its inception, Peace Day has marked our personal and planetary progress toward 
peace. It has grown to include millions of people in all parts of the world, and each year events 
are organized to commemorate and celebrate this day. Events range in scale from private 
gatherings to public concerts and forums where hundreds of thousands of people participate.  
     Anyone anywhere can celebrate Peace Day. It can be as simple as lighting a candle at 
noon, or just sitting in silent meditation. Or it can involve getting your co-workers, organization, 
community or government engaged in a large event. The impact if millions of people in all 
parts of the world, coming together for one day of peace, is immense. 
     International Day of Peace is also a Day of Ceasefire – personal or political. Take this 
opportunity to make peace in your own relationships as well as impact the larger conflicts of 

our time. Imagine what a whole Day of Ceasefire would mean to humankind. 
 
 

 

―Peace is not something you wish for; It's something you 

make, Something you do, Something you are, And 

something you give away.” ~ Robert Fulghum 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/peace_is_not_something_you_wish_for-it-s/263062.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/peace_is_not_something_you_wish_for-it-s/263062.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/peace_is_not_something_you_wish_for-it-s/263062.html
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          ~Lots of good drinks~                   ~ Delicious Food and Great Conversation!~       

           
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

JoAnn Gedosh was the lucky winner of the 

“Mystery Bag” Her prize was filled with beach 

themed items- a beach towel, kitchen towels, 

tumblers, candle, candy, and a gift card to Red 

Lobster! This club fundraiser raised over $70 for 
operating expenses!! 

 

Sheryl Flanagin 

Jennifer Schmidt 

Judi Hansen & 

Kim Vann 
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September 20   

Marian Conrad 
September 21  

Candy Foster 
September 27  

 Kathy Jarvis 

October 1   

Linda Teague 

 

 

Torino, Italy 
Zonta International 

Convention 

July 2012 
 

 

              
 
    Janie Weber did it again! She created an absolutely gorgeous table to represent Zonta at 
the Phyllis Wheatley Tablescapes fundraiser.  Janie, along with 5 of her friends and family, 
and Zontians JoAnn Gedosh, Cathy Williams, Sheryl Flanagin, Kim Vann, and her daughter 
Katie attended the luncheon. JoAnn and Katie helped showcase the clothing of the Crisis 
Intervention Center new resale store, The Girl Next Door.   

                                  

Pretty in Pink at Phyllis Wheatley Tablescapes 
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September 2011 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

    1 2 3 

4 5 Labor Day 6 7 
1st Wed. 
Lucy’s Diner 

8 
International 
Literacy Day 

 

9 10 
Phyllis 
Wheatley 
Tablescapes 

11 12 
Board 
meeting 
5:15pm  

13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 
Zonta 
Meeting 
6pm 

20 
International 
Day of Peace- 
Opening of 
UN 

21 22 23 24 
Paint the 
Park Pink 
UAFS 10am 

25 2:30pm 
Friends of the 
Library 
Chocolate 
Festival  

26 27 
Crisis Center 
Night 
Girls Shelter 
7pm 

28  
Conference 
planning 
meeting 5:30 
Support house 

29 30  

October 2011 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

      1 

2 3 4 5  
 1st Wed. 
Cornerstone 
Grill 

6 7 8 

9 10 
Board 
Meeting 
5:15pm 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 
Zonta 
Meeting 
6pm 

18 19 20 
District 10 
Conference 

21 
District 10 
Conference 

22 
District 10 
Conference 
 

23 24 
UN Day 

25 
Crisis Center 
Night 

26 27 28 29 
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